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Meetings held at Chatswood RSL 

The Month That Was 
 
 
NZ Sub-Branch Notices 

Change of Postal Address 

Please note the change to the NZ Sub-Branch Postal Address. 

Australia National War Memorial  

Dear Veterans, about two 
years ago Neville (an 80 
year old Navy Korean 
Veteran) and I made a 
promise that we would 
visit the Australian 
National War Memorial 
and after so many other 
prior commitments we 
finally did it.  It was 20+ 
years ago since I last 
visited the War Memorial 
and I must say I cannot 
remember much and 
neither could Neville who 
had not seen the Memorial 
since over 40 years ago.  

Yet after arriving and spending at least one and a half days at 
the Memorial it was absolutely amazing (picture above: Neville 
and five-inch gun mount from HMAS Brisbane).  Obviously 
being NZ Veterans we turned a blind eye to the information 
portraying Australian veterans (not too much of course as they 
are our ANZAC comrades) but at each display of each conflict 
we pictured our own Veterans at those same conflicts fighting in 
those same conditions.  And as we went from one conflict to the 
next, from one period to the next, from each display to the next, 
Nevilleõs heart kept getting sadder and sadder and to put it into 
perspective you need to understand that Neville has seen a lot of 
his intake pass away, there are very few left (you can count them 
on one hand) so whilst it was wonderful to visit such a stunning 
display and gathering of military history, actually being in those 
same conflicts can have an impact that only we as military 
veterans know and feel.  I am sure the impact would have been 
much worse had we visited all three Museums in NZ.  

Nevertheless, it was a weekend 
well remembered (picture right: 
Neville remembering his Korean 
conflict).  I am not going to 
promote the War Memorial or 
expand on the conflicts because 
we already know what they are 
and have our own memories to 
bare.  As veterans we go to places 
like this for our own reasons and 
for Neville, I can only think that 
he went for the same reasons I 
did, Lest We Forget. 

Reserve Forces Day Parade 

On Sunday 5 July 2009 the 
Reserve Forces Day Parade was 
held in the Domain.   As advised 
in the June NewZletter there was 
no street march this year and 
unlikely to be a street march in 
the future.    Furthermore, we 
were without our Standard and 
had to join the Engineers for the 

parade.  Please accept our apologies for this as unfortunately, 
Barrie Leslie ended up in Hospital that day and had the Standard 
at his house.  Nevertheless, we thank you for attending as it was 
a great day and all in all a great parade.  I do realise that it was a 
long time to be standing in the heat and from where we stood it 
was difficult to see or even hear the proceedings.  Hopefully next 
year they might have an improved sound system and big screens.  
We finished the morning by having a relaxing coffee and muffins 
at Starbucks where a Mother and her Daughter stopped to chat 
to us interested in our military service.  An Australian Veteran 
also joined us for a short time exchanging experiences. 
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(picture top l-r: Ian Conway-Powles, Ron Haira, Gary Keenan, 
Brian Meyer, RAE, Taawhi Kerehona, RAE) (picture above l-r: 
the March Past). 

NZ Veteran Mid -Year Lunch 

Another simple but 
memorable Mid-
Year Lunch at the 
Chatswood RSL 
Club.  We had a 
good number, 22 
attend this year 
which was a very 
welcome surprise so 
thank you  

Veterans.  The 
Mid-Year 

lunch is just 
another 

opportunity to 
gather and 
chat about 

things 
military or in 
our case 
things veteran  

 
which is nice and itõs always good to catch up with those we 
havenõt seen for some time.   Lunch is quite a reasonable cost and 
if it includes a Desert, which in my case is always the Pavlova, 
the cost is around $13.  However, I believe the cost of meeting 
fellow veterans is worth so much more.  Whilst we started the 
lunch at 12 we didnõt finish until about 3pm which is absolutely 
wonderful as we all had a lot to chat about.  The first pictures 
shows David Winkelmann, Neville Berridge, Bruce Harris, Ken 
Frank, Barrie Leslie, John Rayner, Maree Rayner, Brian Meyer 
and Linda Novotny.  The picture below is at pre-lunch drinks).   

 

Other Notices  

News from Port Huon  

Roger Carter sends an excellent Newsletter about ex-Band 
Members and although I was not a ex-Band Member, surpsingly 
I remember some of the names when I was in the Army, such as 
Russell Boyle and Andrew Bignell.  Rather than reproduce 
Rogerõs Newsletter if you are interested let me know and I will 
ask Roger to add you to his email distribution list.  

Sir Keith Park Memorial Campaign - Update 

Dear Supporter, 
  

Please logon to the website below to see the 
latest Sir Keith Park Memorial Campaign 
June 2009 newsletter online. 
  
In this latest newsletter you will find a 
foreword from Campaign Chairman, Terry 
Smith, regarding the decision of 
Westminster City Council Planning 
Committee to pass both the Campaign 

planning applications for a temporary statue of Sir Keith Park 
on the fourth plinth in Trafalgar Square, and the permanent 
statue, which will grace a new plinth in Waterloo Place.   
  
There is also up-to-date information and new images of the 
recent 'Epic Round Britain Flight' undertaken by Terry Smith, 
Terence Stevens-Prior, great great nephew of Sir Keith Park and 
Rodger Filbee, co-pilot; this flight was made to re-enact Sir Keith 
Park and crew's 'Circuit of Britain' t hey undertook in the 
Spring of 1919. 
  
Further to the above are a variety of upcoming events and 
information which you may find of interest including, new dates 
for the rededication of 'Steam Engine Manston 34070', an 
invitation to a RAFA event at St. Clement Danes entitled 'Brew 
for the Few', information on a memorial to be unveiled at 
Manston Airport to '825 Naval Air Squadron' and the  
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opportunity for you to purchase an excellent print of a painting 
by Frank Wootton of Sir Keith Park entitled 'His Finest Hour'. 
  
We hope that you will find this newsletter informative and 
interesting, please feel free to forward this newsletter to friends 
and family who you feel may be interested in any of the details 
enclosed. 
  
If you require any further information about the Campaign then 
please do not hesitate to contact me on the numbers below or via 

the Campaign website at www.sirkeithpark.co m. 
  
Thank you all for your continued support. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Karl McCartney 
Campaign Director 
www.sirkeithpark.com 
020 7200 7332 
07970039767 
 
Biography Graham (Wally) Nash MBE  
 
Dear All  
  
I am in the process of writing a biography for Graham (Wally) 
Nash MBE.   
 
Does anyone have any photographs of him from any period of 
service. 
 
Also any stories about him that could go in his book.   
  
He was an RF Cadet in Allen Class, served in the RNZAC, 
RNZIR, NZSAS, Malaya, Borneo, Vietnam, NZATTV.   He is 
now a JP. 
 
Also for those that are interested the book 'NZSAS The first 50 
years' by Ron Crosby has now been completed. 
 
The official book launch was held in Rennie Lines, Papakura last 
month with a few lucky people attending the launch and getting 
advance copies of the book.  It will be released in the bookshops in 
early August...  
  
Wayne 
 
Army Softball Reunion 6 -7- November 2009 
 

 
Did you play softball in the Army?  If so, we are having a  
celebration/reunion 6 - 7 November 09 in Trentham to mark 60 
years  of softball. If you would like more information, please 
contact me at work dean.groves@nzdf.mil.nz 
 
ANZAC Day 2010 
 

ANZAC Day in 2010 
will more than likely 
be the same format as 
this and previous 
years.  However, just 
to clarify, the term 
ôveteranõ in todayõs 
context refers to all 
serving and ex-service 
personnel not just 

those that served overseas.  So whether you have a medal or not, 
as long as you served in the military you are considered a 
veteran and I would be very privileged to march alongside you at 
ANZAC Day every year.  Furthermore, I will be more ôpushyõ 
this year so please form up early, be smartly dressed and stand 
proudly in your ranks and files.  The ANZAC Day March 
structure is shown on the next page. 
 
The vehicle has been placed at the rear of the marchers due to the 
exhaust fumes causing problems in previous years and WWII 
veterans (declining in numbers) are to be given pride of place at 
the front.  Also please note that Sir Ian Turbott AO CMG CVO 
Hon.D.Litt  (UWS) NZ World War II Veteran has accepted our 
offer to be the Parade Commander. 

 
J Force and British Commonwealth Occupation Forces 
Final Reunion 15-17 March 2010 
 
Veterans please be advised that there is to be a final reunion for J 
Force Veterans during the period 15-17 March 2010.  It is to be 
held in Gisborne and if you are interested please send your 
registration fee of $25 single Veteran, $35 Veteran and Partner, 
$15 Widow or Widower, $30 Visitors to: 

http://www.sirkeithpark.com/
http://www.sirkeithpark.com/
mailto:dean.groves%40nzdf.mil.nz
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T.O. Tuhaka                                                                              
N.Z. J Force + B.C.O.F. Veterans Ass.                                 
Gisborne Branch 
59 Valley Rd   Gisborne N.Z. 4010 
 
It you want to know more about J Force and BCOF Veterans log 
on to http://www.riv.co.nz/jf/index.htm 
 
Thank you J Force and BCOF Veterans. 
 
Query from Queensland Veteran Wayne Lindsay 
 
Dear Veterans, Wayne is the Queensland Pension Rep for EVSA 
and is currently managing 17 Veterans.  However, if anyone has 
experience in welfare matters but more specifically ACC claims, 
could they please let me know so I can pass your details on to 
Wayne. 
 
RF Cadet 50th Anniversary Reunion 2013 (Bennett Class) 
 
Reminder for any RF Cadet Bennett Class 
veterans to please contact Roy Jones or Ben 
Hadfield as follows: 
 
Ben Hadfield benzza@iprimus.com.au. 
Roy Jones royvjones@dreamtilt.com.au. 
 
Ex-Malaya Veterans  

 
Please be advised that the NZ Malaya Veterans 
Association Inc has a new website 
http://www.malayavets.co.nz/ 
 

Ex-Vietnam Services Association Inc 
 
Reminder for all NZ Vietnam Veterans to 
keep in touch with your fellow comrades and 
keep up to date with the latest information 
through your association.  The website 
address as follows: 
 
www.evsa.org.nz 
 
Committee Meeting Matters  
 
The next Committee meeting is on the Sunday 27 September 
2009 at 1030 hours at the Chatswood RSL Club.  Therefore, if 
you have any ideas or suggestions even if you are not a financial 
member, then please let me know as we continually look to 
improve how the NZ Sub-Branch NSW operates. 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
 

 
Veterans please note changes to dates and timings of activities at 
the end of this NewZletter.  Changes have been highlighted in 
yellow. 
 

 
 
Membership 20 09 
 

NSW Veterans 
are reminded 
that the 2009 
RSL and NZ 

Sub-Branch 
(NSW) membership renewal 
is due.  As stated in my email, 
the NZ Sub-Branch (NSW) 

would welcome your contribution to the operations of the 
association regardless of whether you retain your voting and 
speaking rights with your parent Sub-Branch and remain as an 
associate member of the NZ Sub-Branch (NSW) (picture above 
new Members Peter and Jan Dicken receiving their membership 
badge from Lindsay Taylor 2009).  So for $5 please send in your 
application form for Associate Membership.  For current full 
service members please send $29 (of which $24 goes to the NSW 
RSL).  For new members wanting associate or full service 
membership let me know and I will send you an application 
form. 
 
Now that the NewZletter goes to Veterans in other States, I have 
been asked how they can become involved in the NZ Sub-Branch 
(NSW). 
 
Please note the following: 
 
1. Interstate veterans can join the NSW Branch of the RSL 

via the NZ Sub-Branch (NSW) as Service members, if 
you are not currently Service Members interstate; 

2. If you are currently Service Members interstate you can:- 
a. transfer to the NZ Sub-Branch (NSW); or 
b. become òAssociateó members of the NZ Sub-Branch for 

$5 BUT you can only speak, vote & hold office at one RSL 
sub-Branch in Australia. 

 
Whilst we would gladly accept your membership I would request 
you contact me so we can discuss your expectations against what 
is achievable. 
 

 
 

Acknowledgements  / Personal Notices 
 
Happy Birthday to Taawhi Kerehona, Reg King, Neville  
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