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Meetings held at Chatswood RSL
The Month That Was

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

This month included morseervices and commemorations where
we keep the NZ alive.

Victory in the Pacific - Sydney

The VP Day serviceat the
Martin Place Cenotaplwas
attended bya small number
of veterans but enough to
show the flag and banner
and surprisingly become
noticed by two other
veterans;Ron Haira (pitcure
left to right Greg, Barrie,
Raon), Senior VicePresident of the Mortdale RSL S##vanch
and Sam Wihongi (picture below; Sam, Margaret, Ken, John,
Barrie, Selwyn, Gregfrom the Merryands RSL SuiBranch.

Neville also talked to another veteran who had seen the Banner

and Flag and introduced herself.
come and introduce

themselves and great thar
they are around and about
in other RSL Sub h
Branches. Another small
but :
with coffee and lunch &5
provided by the Combinec
Services Club in Barrack
Street.

Its fantastic that other veterans

Vietnam Veterans Day - Springwood

Every year a lot of Vietnam Veterans AU and NZ patrticipate in
the Vietnam VeteranBay march at Springwood. Not sure of the
history behind Springwood but nevertheless it is always a big
march attended by representatives from all over including the NZ

High
Commissioners
representative this
year Air
Commodore Peter
Port (left to right:

Petrs wife,
Kathleen, Peter,
Greg, Vic, Taawhi,
Selwyn,  Neville)
who was

accompanied by our Pre3|dent Llndsay Taylor in laying a wreatt
Unlike last year where $8 '

our contingent were §
wrapped in  warm §
clothing and bright S
yellow raincoats, this &
year was absoluie
beautiful with a very
moving service
followed by BBQ
afterwards. A little
chit chat later saw
Taawhi (exVietham Veteran) talking to

Binh Thamh Le {ex
Vietham Airforce

% Pilot) [picture
4 5 aboveland Neville
(Korean Veteran)

chatting to Lt Col

- m  Paul KeyDoug

: sii Kim  (exKorean

: %: officer)  [picture

¥ lef]. It was a

lovely Sunday

attended by a small
S , but always proud
NZ veteran contingent and their families.
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Graeme Bolton from

Queensland visited
the Long Tan
Memorial Cross
whilst travelling

through Saigon. He
also visited Baria and
Nui Dat. The Long
Tan Memorial Cross

is one of only two
foreign war memorials allowed in Saigon. It is also the conflict
that saw two NZ Veterans awarded decorations: Captain M.
Stanley MBE and Lance Bombadier W. Walker MID. You may
or may not have known Willie Walker but for those of us later
veterans, he recently retired as the Medals Man from the NZDF.
NZ veterans
involved n this
conflict were as
follows:

3,500 served
37 were killed
187 were
wounded

Thanks for the
pictures Graeme.
We all know the

|-
emotion you would have felt being there.

Battle of Long Tan Day - Sydney

After the Springwood march we again attended the Battleong
Tan service at the Cenotaph but unfortunately | was unable to

secure photos. Still we were there and will continue to be there

every year.

LEST WE FORGET

Other Notices
Change of SubBranch Email Address

Veterans please note the change to theB3abhch email address
which is nownzsubbranch@virginbroadband.com.atlihe email

addresses for all Stleranches. | will advise when this has beer
introduced The proposed new email address will b
nzsubbranch@rslnsw.org.au

ANZAC Day 2009

ANZAC Day in 2009
will more than likely
bethe same format as
this and previous g
yeas with
descendents marchings
with us.  However,
just to clarify, the
term 0 v et
todaydsreferant ext
to all serving and eservice personnel not just those that servec
overseas. So whether you have a medabt, as long ayou
served in tle military you are consideredvateran and | would be
very privileged to march alongside you at ANZAC Dayery
year. Furthermore, both the Parade Marshall and | will be more
controlling next year so that Veterans are the front of the
contingent with descendents behind and any other matters th
need addressingased on your feedback

The NZ Regular Force Cadets

During the period of the "Cold War" betweer
1948 and 1991, an average of over 5000 Ni
Zealand boys viedach year foentry into the
Army's elite RF Cadet School or the "Club’ €
as it was colloquially known. Less than 3% ¢
those who applied to join, made the grade. T...

Army accepted them as young as 15 into its ranks offerin
continued education, trade traimj and apprenticeships. Most
would go on at age 18 to become the backbone of the New Zea
Army serving with distinction in Korea, Borneo, Malaya,
Vietham, Bosnia, Afghanistan, East Timor, Iraq and other
regions of conflict as Senior Non Commissioned fficers
(NCOs). A few would earn commissions as officers. Some we
on to serve with the SAS and as key personnel of other Regu
Force units.

Today they can be found in leadership roles in all aspects
business, social services, government and lititowing their
successful careers in the Army and other arms of the servic
both at home and abroad. Coinciding with the end of the cold w
the Shool closed its doors in 1991.

For you RF Cadet veterans, attached to this NewZletter is th

address may change again to coincide with the standardised email Registratim Form for the 60th anniversary reunion celebrations

2
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to be held at Arena Manawatu in Palmerston North over the
Labour Weekend.

http://www.rfcadet.org.nz/main/

Upcoming Eevents

Veterans please note changesldtes and timings of activities at
the end of this NewZletter. Changes have been highlighted in
yellow

Committee Meeting Matters

The next Committee meeting is on the Sun@8ySeptembeat

1030 hours. Therefore, if you have any ideas or suggestiens

if you are not a financial member, then please let me know as we
continually look to improve how the Si#vsanch operates.

Ex-Vietnam Services Association Inc

WWW.evsa.org.nz

RNZN Reunion

For all Navalveterans there is to be a RNZN Reunion in 2009 in
Sydney. | included the informatiomn this in a previous
NewZletter.

Bill Tahu btahu@aapt.net.au
Alister MacAskill alister9@tpg.com.au

Reunion Contacts:

NZ Soldier on ANZAC Bridge in Bronze =

Alan Somerville will do the NZ Soldier in Bronze
for any veteran interested in obtaining one. |
Please go to the following website fb‘
www.bronzeaussie.com. & get more details.

NZ Sub-Branch Victoria

Welcome to Ron Hornblow the Honorary Secretary of the NZ
SubBranchin Victoria. Ron has a membership of about 16
veterans so whilst this NewZletter goes to veterans in NSW, if
you knowof any veterans in Victoria, please ask them to contact
Ron on (03)9309 3002.

NZ Veterans in Australia

There is still talk about how we as a collective group of NZ
veterans in AU can best be served by the RNZRSA, NZDF and

AU/NZ governments or maybe we are best served from withi
our many collective organisations such as EYSRNZA
Association and the many others. Anyway, if you have any view
on this please let me know.

WW?2 Veteran StorydJ anet ds Contri butic
Janet orher recent trip home to
Dunedin spent a little time
with a World War Twoveteran
228275 WO11 Dave Hanlin
and was pleasantly surprised
that Dave still hada lot of his
war memorabilia safely tucked
away in his home. Not only
was Dave in the war but his
father was alsa World War
One veteran. Janet was amazec
how much Dave had seen
during the war and the types of
documents and artefacts he kept

especially one partlcmaphotograph Dave had grabbed from
0s

Mussol i
Castle and
another
distinctly
showing Lady
Freyberg at a
gathering
sometime
during the war.
Dave had a lot
more
interesting

ni

3
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memorabilia including a
message from the US Army
Commanderto the 2NZEF all
ranks for their contribution to
the victory.

Dave has many more articles
and memorabiliand Janet was
glad that Daveallowed her the
time to chat and look through
his war memorabilia.

Membership 2008 Reminder

NSW Veterans are reminded that the 2008 RS
and SubBranch membership renewal is duas
stated in my email, the NZ SuBranch would
welcomeyour contribution to the operations o
the SubBranch regardless of whether you retain your voting and
speaking rightswith your parent SukBranch and remain as an
associate member of the NZ SBianch(Hini Komene receiving
his membership badge from Neville Berridge 2003p for $5
please send in your applicatidorm for Associate Membership.
For current full servicemembers please send §29 which $24
goes to the NSW RSL)For new memberg/ianting associate or
full service membershifet me know and | will send you an
application form.

Now that the NewZletter goes to Veterans in other States, | have
been asked hothey can become involved in the SRdanch.
Please note the following:

1. |Interstate veterans can join the NSW Branch of the RSL
via the NZ SubBranch as Service members, if you are
not currently Service Members interstate;

2. If you are currently Service Mepers interstate you
can:

a. transfer to the NZ SulBranch in NSW; or

b. become O0OAssoci ated -me
Branch for $5 BUT you can only speak, vote &
hold office at one RSL stlsanch in Australia.

Whilst we would gladly accept your membership uldarequest
you contact me so we can discuss your expectations against wi
is achievable.

Acknowledgements / Personal Notices

Happy Birthdayto Wally Butt, Janet Barclay, Frank Harlow,
Bob Wood, Valerie Brae, Ken Stevenson Vaughan Malins
and Ken Frank.

The Last Post
Dear veterans,

Please note the passing of anothel
veteran. As noted Jim was the founder of
the NZ Army Band and what a
spectacular history they have:

The history of the NZ Army Band starts
in 1957 with Battalions BandsThese
bands were normally made up from
Infantrymen who had some musical
background, and it was the task of each unit Bandmaster to me
this collection of individuals into an efficient musical group.

AEW T EAIAQB

ARMY BAND

It wasn't until 1964 that the band became fully profeaal with
the recruitment of experienced musicianBotential recruits
coming from the amateur Brass Band Association and the idea
a professional Band was a new concept for most Bandsmen
New Zealand.

From 1965, members of the New Zealand Army Barafe
frequently posted to the Band of the 1st Battalion, Royal Ne
Zealand Infantry Regiment, in Singapore. This began the bi
annual postings between Singapore and New Zealand that wou
continue until December 1988, when the 1 RNZIR Band wa:
disestablisad and members returned to the New Zealand Arm
Band.

Throughout the New Zealand Army Band's history, it has playec
an active role for many illustrious occasion¥hese include

participation in both Commonwealth Games held in New
Zealand, Christchurch inl974 and Auckland in 1990, the VJ
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Day 50th Anniversary celebrations in 1995 and a featured
performance at the Edinburgh Military Tattoo at Wellington's
Westpac Stadium in 2000Such events were in addition to
performing at official welcomes for foreigtignitaries at
Parliament, at official engagements at Government House and at
international sporting events.

A popular destination for the New Zealand Army Band has been
Australia, with the 1988 BiCentennial Tattoo repeat visits to the
Brisbane Arts Fdival Tattoo, the Perth Royal Show and the
Great ANZAC Military Tattoo in Sydney. In 1991 the Band

went to Greece and Crete to commemorate the 50th Anniversary

of the Battle of Crete, and in 1995 travelled to Washington DC to
participate in the unveilingceremonies of the Korean War

Memorial. More recently the band travelled to Wonju, Korea to

participate in the Wonju Tattoo, which featured military bands

from ten countries.

2002 saw the NZ Army Band perform at the Edinburgh Military
Tattoo and has singeerformed at the Edinburgh Military Tattoo

- A Salute to Australia 2005 in Sydney, Australia. In August
this year, the NZ Army Band will be performing again as guest
band of the Edinburgh Military Tattoo in Scotland.

The NZ Army Band is an important padf the NZ Army culture

and heritage, and is renowned for its professional attitude and
high standards.It continues a tradition of excellence wherever it
goes.

Jim was also an adjudicator in the Bands Contest in 198&
contest has been running sint@11.

1982 DUNEDIN

Adjudicatorsd

Mr.Roy Newsome, Britair® Tests

Major J.D.Carson N.Zd Hymn

and conducted a number of compositions which are stilling being
sold as Collectibles and Nostalgia in LP format.

NEW ZEALAND ARMY BAND Brass To Go. Conductor Major
J. D. Carson. NZ HMV HSD1056. VG+/E 12.00

NEW ZEALAND ARMY BAND New Zealand Army Band.
Conductor Major J. D. Carson. NZ Kiwi SLC53. VG+/VG+
10.00

| am sure those Band members within our veteran community
will have a lot more storiesnd memories but thank you for
letting us know of the passing of another or our veterans.

Lest we forget

Other News

Commendations for Malaya Veterans

Seventeen commendations are to be presented to New Zeal
Army Veterans (or their next of kin) in ceremonies around the
country this week.

The 15 od{heDretsipanechesd and t wo
Far East Land Forces Commendations recognise distingdi
service in Malaya in the 195

They will be formally recognised at four ceremonies in Aucklant
Tauranga, Wellington and Christchurch and will be attended by
the Chief of Army Major General Lou Gardiner during-292
August.

Framed certificates of the official London Gazette record c
0 MentidneDeesppat chesd are to be
veterans or, as many recipients are now deceased, their next
kin:

PTE H Boylan (Invercargill)

SGT B Hill (Hamilton)

CPL N Sinclair (Tauraga)

LT K Gordon, CPL N Kawha (Tauranga)

LT B Marshall (Wellington)

MAJ RI Thorpe (Rotorua)

MAJ RWK Ainge (Christchurchp to be presented to next of kin
MAJ B Boyd (Devonportd to be presented to next of kin

WO 2 GE Butler (Wellington)d to be presert to next of kin
WO 2 PRK Carrington (Opotiki)d to be presented to next of kin
CPL RH Cassidy (Kaikohé)to be presented to next of kin
LTCOL WRK Morrison (Devonportp to be presented to next of
kin

CPL WA McGee (Taumaranui to be presented to nextlkin
CAPT D McLeod (Oamarud to be presented to next of kin

Commander in Chief Far East Land Forces
Commendations are to be awarded to:

PTE WTP Nathan (Kaitaia),
SGT L Hepi (Palmerston North to be presented to next of kin.
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The awards were giueto the recipients after the campaign but Major Simon Strombom, the Regiments training officer, is
were never formally presented and the Army is conducting these cont i nuing the tradition of |
ceremonies to rectify the error. began in Taranaki and is currently serving in Afghanistan.

Major Strombom says he will be thinking of the province and of
The certificates are identical to contemporary awards. Soldiers the regiment this weekend.
wear a bronze oak leaf on their medal ribbon bar to signify they

have been Mentiondd-Despatches. O0l't would mean a |l ot to be b;:
its 150th year where so much of my family history is tied to. | will
NZ's oldest Army Regiment celebrates 150 years service be thinking of home when the unit parade 6
The 5th Wellington West y NZDF personnel -ddlpearmegd of & d
Coast Taranaki Battalion f Z—’ NZ / Aussie rivalry to hit the basketball court
Group (5WWCT) crest. See ?_ é{}l Mayor Prendergast gets the Army treatment
=

below for history of the ros
crest. Ty e www.army.mil.nz

New Zeal andds _\-=-\'}-)
unit the 5th Wellington West THE- _ REET

Coast Taranaki Battalion = W W-C-T
Group (5WWCT) marks its
150th year of service to New Zealand this weekend with a series
of activities in New Plymouth and around Taranaki.

HONavy

Navy Frigate heading to Wellington

The celebrations will begin with a Chunuk Bair remembrance
dawn service at the Malone Gates in Stratford this Friday
morning, followed by a parade through the streets of New
Plymouth on Saturday.The celebratiafinish on Sunday with a
service in St Maryds, New Zeal
where the regiment was garrisoned for short time in 1860.

HMNZS Te Kaha among the waves

skh & tfoinfes tc hUfr cthh € al
frigates, HMNZS TE KAHA, will
arrive in Wellington on Wednesday 20
August and depart on Monday 25

The charter parade, accompanied by the sounds of blank gunfire, August at 10.00am.

will receive a challenge from the NZ Policatesy reach the Puke
Ariki Landing where the Charter will be-affirmed to allow the
regiment to march through the streets with swords drawn, drums HMNZS TE KAHA has recently been

beating, bayonets fixed, and colours flying. This parade engaged in maintenance on the variqus
commences at 1:30pm. systems on board that enable the ship

to fight, move and float. TE KAHA is now enjoying a relatively

. . ~ rare oppQrtunity to visit ports né\lew Zealand before deploying
During the parade a numberbfh e Regi ment ds pera§ R %’ WS 5
presented with medals for deployments to the Solomon Islands to SOUthPIEaS AS|a and iustrallatler next month.

and Sinai as well as efficiency medals.

In Wellington, the ship will host various guests on board

A powhiri will be held at Owae Marae in Waitara to recognise including the following:

and acknowledge the presence of the Regiment to Iwi in the

Taranaki area. The powhiri will be on the 8th August, T OnWednesday 20 August at 0945 there will be a 21
commencing at 1:00pm. Gun Salute from the Maritime Component Commander

as a mark of respect to the Governor General as the shi
ol't is very important for us to ¢ o'Upds Roipgderyngham o | 4t j ons

hip
people of the area, with whom we now have had a long 1] On Fnday 22 August at 9. OOam members of the medla
relationship, and one which we need to recognise alongside o are invited on board for

own history, 6 said Warrant Offi ced'SWes sgssiqn wilhihe Exautyg,Qfficef, LT GPR ¢

Wayne Andrew
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The Kiwis have also been praised by the multinational partners i

1 On Friday 22 August at 10.00am TE KAHA® s the Gulf.
Commanding Officer, Levin born and bred Commander

Mat Williams, will welcome on board Mitchell Lewis of OMany of those wevithhnadlCVTFRl52meEer k e

Foxton and members of his family for a special tour of staggered that such a small Navy could make such a significant

the ship. contribution to an operation
1 Commander Williams and his crew extend a warm Gerritsen.

welcome to the public ofdiWellington region to visit

the ship and meet the personnel of your Navy on HMNZS TE MANA is expected to return to New Zealand on 7

Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th August between September.

10.00am and 4.00pm.
NZDF personnel -ddlpearmegd of &d

HMNZS TE KAHA will depart Wellington on Monday 25 NZ and Singaporean Navies to conduct Maritime Exercises
Navy frigate heading to Canterbury

HMNZS Te Mana leaves Arabian Gulf NZ / Aussie rivalry to hit the basketball court

Members of TE . www.navy.mil.nz

MANAG s A 3

approab and
assist party
gather
information
from a fishing
dhow during a
routine
inspection.

()

i_ﬂlr Farce ;

O

Air Force Boeing 757 returns to NZ skies

B7571, the
q RNZAF®&s
upgraded and

HMNZS TE
MANA has departed her area of operations in the Southern
Arabian Gulf and is making her way back to New Zealand.

e .

Over the past three months the frigateaedrh 173 st r ongd modified 757
company have reported more than 1700 vessels in the area, and arrives in
carried out 228 approach and assist visits in support of maritime Wellington
support and security operations for Coalition Task Force (CTF) (OH08-0454
152 in the Central and Southern Arabian Gulf 01).
Commanding Officer of HMNZS TE MANA, Commander Blair In what is a

Gerritsen said that the whole team feels a great deal of satisfaction major milestone

in having played a part in the multinational effort to restore for the Ministry of Defence (MoD) and the Royal New Zealand
peace, stability and a sense of normality to an area which has Air Force (RNZAF) Boeing 757 modificatiand upgrade
sddom seen this. programme, the first of two aircraft (NZ7571) has returned to

New Zealand from Mobile Aerospace Engineering in Mobile,
oDenying the influence of thos@labatmao pose a threat to the s«
of the Arabian Gulfds waters whilst protecting the | egiti mi
mariners who operate throughout the area has been a challenging after 16 months of extensive airframe and avionics

but satisfying taskMy s hi pds c eagpeatigal ok a n  {ndvigation/communication) modifications, the 757 touched dowi
pride in the professionalism, endurance and good humour that at the RNZAF8s Airmovements

they di splayed over a pr ol ong e diterBo® for BsDfficialiveldome/ i N9 condi ti on:
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On hand to greet the aircraft and crew were the Minister of The mountain flying exercise from-25 August will involve five
Defence, the Honorable Phil Goff, Secretary of Defence, John Iroquois and nearly 140 personnel, over two rotations, based at
McKinnon, Chief of Defence Force, LiewrtGeneral Jerry Dip Flat.
Mateparae, Chief of Air Force, Air Viddarshal Graham Lintott,
invited dignitaries, and regional Defence personnel. The helicopters and crews will conduct daily flights to test their

skills in a lowvisibility, high-altitude mountain environment,
0To see the first Boeing ar r i v withhbightflting being hdeviakeh & 43 aachld AugLs a r «
all those involved in this project. The increased loitipaof this

aircraft will provide a signif Ddaghinent dommander Squadron De@derNigél Cdoper s&ictk
options. We will have the ability to rapidly change the role of the  exercise ensured pilots and crew maintained the skills needed f
aircraft to any given task, converting from standard passenger search and rescue operations that often occurred in mountainou
configuration to a combination freight/psenger, full freight, terrain, and for the uncertain conditions that could be faceshwh

Aero Medical Evacuation ¢AME) anmdéployledovsrseds. up, 6 Air Vice
Marshal Lintott said.

O0You need an increased awar el
The aircraft will conduct Introduction into Service activities over flying. The way the wind moves over the ridges and down in the
the coming months including training, operational testing and gullies and valleys means it can change unexpectedly and can t
evaluation of the upgradeB757 air transport system as a whole. a bit of a challengdt is quite different tdlying over an open

It is expected to be ready for operational tasking beforetheendof f i el d or the ocean. 6
the year.

The uneven terrain and snow makes landing more difficult with
The second of the RNZAFOs Boei fgehdri2ohs addwhiedudHebaidwi || compl et ¢
upgrade programme at Mobile Aerospace Engineering and
Boeing Integraté Defence Systems in Wichita, Kansas towards
the end of the year. Both modified 757 aircraft will be fully
operational and available from early 2009 after completing
Operational Testing and Evaluation in New Zealand.

www.airforce.mil.nz

The $221 million dollar acquisition armdodification project
commenced in May 2003 when the RNZAF replaced its aging
Boeing 727 aircraft.

RNZAF Iroquois to tackle mountains

Launch of Law Commi ssion's
Entitlements Scheme: A Discussion paper on a Review of the W
Pensions Act 1954"

A RNZAF
Iroquois
undertaking

mountain flying . ,
Remarks at the Launch by the RNZRSA National President

as part of e :
Exercise Robin Klitscher at Parliament on 31 July 2008.
Blackbird.
Image courtesy Fr om t hpmintRfSiaw) this is a momentous day. Fifty
of Pacific Wings years on, we follow in the footsteps of some very capable and ve
magazine. accomplished people, who were veterans, and who had more th
a hand in writing the War Pensions Act 1984he late Sir John
The skies White, for examie, was one of them.
around Marlborough, Molesworth, St Arnaud and Dip Flat will
soon be humming with the sound of Royal New Zealand Air What we celebrate today could be taken to be critical of the worl
Force Iroquois helicopters taking part in Exercise Blackbird. that they did. But that is not so. They did well for the times in

which they did it, and the marvel is that what they did served so
many veterans as well as it did far l®ng.
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