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Meetings held at Chatswood RSL 
 

We Will Remember Them 
 

April for all of us veterans will always be the busiest month of our 
year as we remember those that fell before us. 

Chatswood RSL ANZAC Dinner ð Friday 17 April 2009 

 The first of the many 
activities for NSW 
veterans was the 
Chatswood RSL Dinner.  
We are invited guests to 
the dinner every year and 
have the honour of giving 
the formal ANZAC 
address.  This year our 

Senior Vice President Ron Haira gave the address which was both 
moving and received a very heartfelt applause by the gathered AU 
Veterans including His Worship the Mayor of Willoughby Pat 
Reilly (picture above Ron and Pat).  Nevertheless, it was a great 
dinner (picture below L-R Neville Berridge, Maree Rayner, John 
Rayner) and whilst only a few of us were in attendence, it was a 
great night had by all and we received a very warm welcome.  
Incidentally, every time 
the MC spoke about any 
invited guest or group, 
the gathered AU Veterans 
always said ôdonõt forget 
the Kiwisõ.  In fact they 
said it at least five times 
which was very much 
appreciated. 

Ceremony of Remembrance for the ANZAC Fallen 
Announcement ð Sunday 19 April 2009 

I want to thank everyone who attended to make this a memorable 
service in honour of the NZ Soldier Statue.  As you know from 
my previous NewZletters the first event was the announcement, 
then the placing of the Gallipoli sand in the Statue, then the 

official service 
last year and 
finally the one 
year anniversary.  
What was special 
this year was that 
a Plaque (picture 

above) was presented to the NZ Consul General and the State 
President of the NSW RSL as a token of our appreciation for the 
many years of negotiations and assistance that went into placing 
the NZ Soldier Statue on the bridge.  The plaque actually 
contained a piece of the core from the Plinth of the NZ Soldier 
Statue.  The service was small but memorable and as only 
veterans know, full of emotion.  The officials attending the service 
were (right to left in picture below) Major Jeff Howe RNZIR the 
NZDF 
Representative, 
Land 
Commander 
Australia Maj 
Gen David 
Morrison AM,  
Director of the 
City of Sydney 
Community and 
Cultural 
Services Ann Hoban, NZ Consul General Sarah Craig, President 
NZ Sub-Branch Sqn Ldr (Retd) David Winkelmann AFC MID 
and State Vice President of the NSW RSL John Haines OAM.  
For those that have not seen the statue, next time you travel over 
ANZAC Bridge please spare a moment to remember as we always 
do.  It  is intended to have a service at the statue every year.  
However, it will only be attended by NZ Veterans and a 
representative from the State RSL.  It was also nice that TVNZ 
attended and interviewed David Winkelmann and included a 
short televised article on their website. 
 
 
 

mailto:nzsubbranch@virginbroadband.com.au


New Zealand Sub -Branch  

NewZletter  

2  April 2009  
 

  

 
St Stephens Church Willoughby ANZAC Service ð Sunday 
19 April 2009 
 
North Sydney ANZAC Memorial Club ð Sunday 19 April 
2009 
 
We have always attended the above two services.  However due to 
the clash with the NZ Soldier Statue we left our representation to 
John Rayner to attend.  Incidentally our own NZ Navy Veteran 
Alex Wilson runs the North Sydney ANZAC Memorial Club. 
 
Coogee/Randwick ANZAC Service ð Sunday 19 April 2009 
 
Neville Berridge WWII Navy Veteran always attends the 
Coogee/Randwick ANZAC Service on our behalf and thanks to 
the excellent rapport he has established with the Committee, they 
formally announce our participation and contribution which is 
very pleasing.  In fact they provide the NZ Wreath. 
 
Note:  Sorry Veterans but trying to be in all places at once to take 
photos tends to be a challenge. 
 
ANZAC Day Badge Selling ð 23-24 April 2009 
 
If you remember in previous NewZletters that some 
Malaya/Vietnam Veterans from NZ were attending the Sydney 
ANZAC Day March this year.  Well in the spirit of NZ Veteran 
camaraderie they helped us sell ANZAC Badges from 0630-0930 
on Thursday and Friday morning at the Martin Place Station.   

 
(Picture above L-R: Ann Winkelmann, Vic Gadsby, Janet 
Barclay, Maurie Kellow, Hineari, Bukit Hill, Barrie Leslie, 
Neville Berridge, Catherine Hill, Margaret McInroy, John 
Rayner, Kathleen Kerehona, Taawhi Kerehona, Ally Wilson, Jo 
Bird, Tweet Bird, David Winkelmann, Lindsay Taylor, Mac 
McKenzie). 
 

 
Itõs a great spot for 
selling and ultimately 
fundraising because you 
capture thousands of 
commuters going to 
work and even with the 
recession they were 
extremely giving.  Then 
itõs off to breakfast 

followed by a reconciliation of stock and money and back to the 
station again the next morning.  I snapped a few photos of 
citizens buying badges (from L-R Tweet Bird, Bukit Hill and 
Catherin Hill) but had to be careful because they can get a little 
uncomfortable having their photos taken without their knowledge 
hence why I cannot show their faces.  Still it was a wonderful 
contribution to the ANZAC spirit and we just cannot thank the 
NZ Veterans enough for their support. 
 
SYDNEY ANZAC DAY MARCH 
 
Well as I have done forever, I attended the dawn service arriving 
at the Martin Place Cenotaph at 0315 hours to get a good viewing 
spot.  And as always by 0345 hours Martin Place is a sea of 
bodies from George Street to MacQuarrie Street and beyond.  Itõs 
incredible that it is not until they turn off the lights for the last 
post that you realise just how early it is because it is so dark.  But 
then again, itõs what we as Veterans do and have done for years 
past and will do for years into the future. 
 

Then its March 
time and for 
those that have 
never attended 
the Sydney 
ANZAC Day 
March, I can tell 
you that it is 

absolutely 
incredible not 
only because we 

are the first marching group after the dignitaries but also because 
the crowds are huge and 
do not stop cheering us on 
from the moment we step 
off at Pitt Street then past 
the Cenotaph down 
George Street to Hyde 
Park.  And this year Vic 
Gadsby (picture above) 
one of the Vietnam 
Veterans that came over 
from  
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NZ was at the front carrying the NZ Returned Services Banner.  
Our Parade Commander was Ken Frank (picture above) WWII 
Japan Veteran and War Correspondent who was accompanied by 
his son which was nice as Ken suffers from Macular 
Degeneration.   
 

However, not 
only did the 
Malaya/Vietnam 

Veterans from 
NZ attend but 
two WWII 
Veterans Harry 
Spencer (left) and 
Ossie Hansen 

(right) also flew over from NZ.  Harry Spencer is one of only two 
surviving members of Freyberg's close body guard during the 
desert campaign.  Also accompanying 
them was NZ Army Veteran John 
Russell.  John Russell is the grandson 
of Maj Gen Sir Andrew Russell KCB 
KCMG CB the NZ Division 
Commander WWI and long-time 
NZRSA Dominion President who 
laid the NZ wreath when 1,400 
NZers came across for ANZAC Day 
in 1938 in Sydney and took back with 
them the concept of the Dawn 
Service.  Johnõs father was Lt Col 
John Russell the CO 22Bn and was killed in action on 6 
September 1942. 
 

And then to add to 
what was already a 
memorable day, 
WWII Veteran Sir 
Ian Turbott AO, 
CMG, CVO, CStJ, 
FAIM, FAICD, 
HonDLitt (UWS), 
FRSA, JP also 
attended his first 
march in the 
Sydney ANZAC 
Day march.  We 
have invited Sir 
Ian Turbott to lead 

next yearõs march should he be available. 

With so many visitors attending from NZ it was great to have 
TVNZ involved and glad that our WWII Veterans were featured 
on the 6pm news on TV1.  But what was the most memorably  

 
moving moment for me was that every NZ Veteran that attended 
the march took the time to meet and greet our WWII Veterans.   

Amazingly even 
Australian 

Defence Force 
officers and an 
Ex-NZ Army 
Veteran now 
NSW Police 
Senior Sergeant 
came over to 
greet them.   

But letõs not forget the Veterans who have come and been coming 
every year for years because it is these Veterans that will keep the 
ANZAC alive as age wearies the WWII Veterans. 

 
And I must thank the Cadets 
in front of us for marching so 
quickly because it left us out on 
our own and therefore the sole 
focus of attention for most of 
the march until the band 
caught up midway down 
George Street. 

 
The young Veteran in the Green Beret (picture top left) is Paul 
Oldfield RNZIR and he has been trying to talk his friends from 
the Battalion to come over for the Sydney ANZAC Day March.  
If he can get them over wouldnõt that be wonderful. 
 
Veterans, thank you for a very memorable and magic ANZAC 
Day. 
 
Post ANZAC Day March Function  

Thanks to the Veterans that joined us at the Chatswood RSL Club 
after the march.  There we met the President of the British Royal 
Marine Veterans, the Chief Executive of the Club and many more 
Veterans including Ray Farrell who was another surprise 
attendee over from NZ.  However, during the informal speeches, 
an Australian Pilot, Pete Bradford stood up to say a few words.   


