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Meetings held at Chatswood RSL 

The Month That Was 
 
 
NZ Sub-Branch Notices 

Change of Postal Address 

Please note the change to the NZ Sub-Branch Postal Address. 

 

Victory in the Pacific  ð Saturday 15 August 2009 

Well Veterans, I know that ANZAC 
and Remembrance Day are the big 
events for us all but wherever possible 
we still try and attend other services 
in our attempts to promote NZ 
veterans offshore.  And it was great 
that a few of us attended the Victory 
in the Pacific Day service at the 
Cenotaph (picture below l-r Neville 
Berridge (Pacific, Korea) Sarah Craig 
(Consul General) Sam Wihongi 
(Navy) Brian Meyer (Vietnam).  It 

was a very moving 
service as they all 
are with the 
Consul-General 
laying a Wreath on 
behalf of all NZ 
Veterans.  Itõs also 
great that being a 
Saturday there 
were a lot of 
Veteran attendees and a lot of the general public observing.  I 
must add that it was also nice to see the officials stop 
skateboarders from riding their skateboards in the general 
vicinity.  Although to be fair the skateboarders certainly 
appreciated the reason and two stayed to observe the service.  
Furthermore, HE Profressor Marie Bashir AC CVO Governor of 
New South Wales was guest of honour.  Marie Bashir is a 
passionate supporter of Veterans and has attended almost every 

service invitation and I can only remember a few services where 
she was not available due to being out of town. 

Footnote: There may be Veterans aware that VP Day is actually 
VJ Day but without going into the conflict or politics, I have 
simply decided to refer to this article as VP Day because that is 
how it is published and remembered.  I apologise for anyone who 
may be offended by this. 

Vietnam Veterans Day Springwood ð Sunday 16 August 
2009 

A few Veterans attended the Vietnam Veterans Day service at 
Springwood the next day which was nice.  There are two 
Vietnam services that we always try to attend in New South 
Wales and they are the service at Springwood and the service at 
the Cenotaph. 

The Springwood service changed this year whereby there was no 
march.  Itõs disappointing that there was no march but at the end 
of the day itõs not how we remember but who we remember and 
by having our own Veterans attend this service ensures we 
continue to remember our own. 

The Guest of Honour for the Springwood service was WO Keith 
Payne VC OAM who gave a very moving speech.  I also 
understand that even at these services the speakers and 
Australian Vietnam Veterans themselves always comment on 
the important contribution our own NZ Veterans had in the 
conflict. 

Vietnam Veterans Day ð Tuesday 18 August 2009 

A lot of dignitariesõ attend the service at the 
Cenotaph and again the Consul General laid a 
wreath on behalf of all NZ Vietnam Veterans 
and thanks again to those Veterans that also 
attended. 

mailto:nzsubbranch@virginbroadband.com.au
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(picture l-r 
Selwyn Johnson 
(Vietnam/Malaya) 

Margaret 
McInroy (Navy), 
Taawhi Kerehona 
(Vietnam) Brian 
Meyer (Vietnam), 
Neville Berridge 
(Pacific, Korea)).  

ANZAC Bridge Wreath Laying Service ð Friday 21 August 
2009 

Dear Veterans, you may 
or may not have known 
that The Prime Minister 
Hon John Key MP and 
the Premier Hon Nathan 
Rees MP laid a Wreath 
at the NZ Soldier Statue 
on ANZAC Bridge on 
Friday 21 August 2009.  
Although the NZ 
Veterans are part of the NSW RSL, we are also honoured at 
these events to represent the RNZRSA and as such the President 
Sqn Ldr (Retd) David Winkelmann AFC MID formed the 
official party alongside his NSW RSL President Don Rowe 
OAM.  It was a small and selective but still memorable service 
in which David said he was proud to not only represent NZ 
Veterans in NSW and Australia but also the RNZRSA.  
However, keeping with the ANZAC spirit Wreaths were laid at 
the AU Digger Statue also. 

Please click on link to see news footage 

http://bigpondnews.com/articles/National-
Regional/2009/08/22/Anzacs_honoured_in_Sydney_365098.ht
ml 

Christmas Lunch ð Sunday 13 December 2009 

Please be advised that the Christmas Lunch is to be held on 
Sunday 13 December 2009 at 12pm-3pm at the Chatswood RSL 
Club.  Our numbers are diminishing but we will continue to 
have a Christmas Lunch as a way to not only thank you all for 
the support and camaraderie throughout the year, the attendance 
at the many services, the early hours of ANZAC Badge and 
Poppy Selling and the great amount of personal time you give to 
remember our fallen but also as a way of socialising with those 
that understand, care, know what it is to be a Veteran, a NZ 
Defence Force Member, a soldier, a sailor, a seaman, served in  

 
the Battalions, the 
Regiments, the 
Squadrons, the Ships, the 
Battery, the Corps, the 
Regular Forces, the 
Territorial Forces, the 
Reserves, the 
Compulsory Military 
Training, the National 
Service, Army, Airforce, 
Navy, WWI, WW2, J 
Force, the Korean War, 
Malayan Emergency, 

Indonesian 
Confrontation, Vietnam 
War, Gulf War, the 
many UN operations: 

Bosnia, East Timor, Pakistan, Middle East, Lebanon, Congo, 
Thailand, Yemen, Cyprus, Golan Heights, India, Iran, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Namibia, Angola, Cambodia, Somalia, Yugoslavia, 
Rwanda, Haiti, Mozambique, Croatia, Yugoslavia, Arabian 
Gulf, Laos, Bougainville, Sierra Leone, East Timor, Kosovo, 
Sudan and the many military bases: Papakura, Devoport, 
Auckland, Philomel, Ngaruawahia, Woodbourne, Trentham, 
Ohakea, Waioru and the many more reasons to attend. 

The lunch is estimated to cost $25 per head same as last year so if 
you have the time we would welcome your attendance.  Just 
email me your intentions so I can confirm with the Chatswood 
RSL Club for seating and meal arrangements.  I will be sending 
a more formal separate invitation shortly.  If you would like to 
make a speech please also let me know and I will see what can be 
accommodated.  Our Guest Speaker this year is Chris Perrin the 
New South Wales State Secretary (Vietnam Veteran).  Chris has 
always been a very strong supporter of NZ Veterans in New 
South Wales and along with Don Rowe OAM (President) led 
the charge to erect a NZ 
Soldier Statue on 
ANZAC Bridge.  Chris 
is also committed to 
ensuring the ANZAC 
tradition is upheld and 
has always ensured the 
NZ Veterans retain 
their place at the head of 
the March.   

Picture above taken at Gallipoli Sand laying sunrise service for 
NZ Soldier Statue l-r Neville Berridge, Don Rowe, Greg 
Makutu, Chris Perrin.  

 

http://bigpondnews.com/articles/National-Regional/2009/08/22/Anzacs_honoured_in_Sydney_365098.html
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Veteran ANZAC Day Church Service at The Maori 
Anglican Fellowship, Church of Te Wairua Tapu (Church 
of the Holy Spirit) in 2010 

Veterans this year was the one year anniversary of the NZ 
Soldier Statue and we hosted a small ANZAC service at the 
Statue attended by the NZ and State Governments, the NZ and 
AU Defence Forces and the State RSL. 

 
 
However, for many years now we have also attended an ANZAC  
Church service at The Maori Anglican Fellowship, Church of Te 
Wairua Tapu (Church of the Holy Spirit) in Redfern.  The 
ANZAC service was initiated by Clarence Ormsby (Vietnam 
Veteran) in consultation with The Venerable K. Malcolm Karipa 
Archdeacon for Maori work in the Diocese of Sydney (picture 
above l-r: Bunny Tareha, Marsh Tawa, Charlie Karena, Taawhi 
Kerehona, Clarence Ormsby, Neville Berridge) 

Continuing with the efforts to have some form of official NZ 
Veteran hosted or sponsored service during the ANZAC Period 
and with the ongoing support of The Venerable K. Malcolm 
Karipa, it is proposed to host the official NZ Veteran activity at 
the Church in 2010. 

At this time planning is underway to invite dignitaries 
including the Governor, the Premier, NZ High Commissioner 
and Consul General, Lord Mayor of Sydney, NZ and AU 
Defence Force Chiefs and the State RSL.  However, not only will 
it commemorate ANZAC but also commemorate 25 Years of 
Maori Fellowship in Sydney. 

As the 25th April is on a Sunday next year, the Service will be 
held on Sunday 2nd May 2010 at 1030 hours. 

 

 
Therefore Veterans it would be great if you can come along and 
support not only ANZAC but also the Church. 

 

Other Notices  
 
Originals Gather in the South  
 
Two stalwarts of the original 1 NZ Regt Band that was based in 
Malaya from 1957 to 1959, recently paid a visit to their old 
comrades in the South Island. Fred Clarke and Brian Miller flew 
down from Auckland to Christchurch and travelled by rental car 
to stay with Arthur Hooper in Timaru. The following morning 
at 0500 hrs the intrepid trio headed off to Temuka and got lost in 

the thick fog before finding 
Graham Shuker and 
attending the Anzac Day 
Dawn Service together 
(Picture right: found in the 
Temuka fog. Messrs: Hooper, 
Miller, Clarke and Shuker) 

 
That was only the start of a very long day as they then boarded 
the RSA hospitality van and headed of to Winchester Primary 
School for a very touching service, followed by the local domain 
where a local pilot flew over ok but forgot to drop the 
poppiesétoo much rum onboard the boys reckon. Then it was off 
to the main Temuka service, the football club for a revivor, the 
RSA to be entertained by a pipe band, off home for a quick sleep, 
back to the RSA where Arthur entertained the crowd with his 
squeeze box, and finally a BBQ back at Arthurõs house. No one 
had any trouble sleeping that night.  
 
The next day everyone trotted off to Oamaru to visit Blue and 
Fely Parker. Over a scrumptious lunch prepared by Fely, many 
tall tales were exchanged about their past exploits as bandsmen 
in Malaya. Visiting the local Maori supervised penguin colony 
on their way ome they noticed that some wag had put up a sign 
stating, òPlucked penguins ready to eat eh, $20.00 each!!ó 
Apparently some locals did not see the humour. 
 
The next day Fred and Brian 
were flying back up north, but 
they managed to say goodbye to 
Graham and Leslie Shuker first, 
and then raced out to Geraldine 
to visit Graham Reid an ex-
baritone player. Grahamõs brother 
Jim also played in the original 
battalion band many years ago. 
 
 



 
NewZletter  

August 2009 Page 4 

 

 
(Picture above: Messrs Clarke, Hooper, Miller, Leslie Shuker, 
Blue Parker, Graham Shuker and Fely Parker) 
 
Graham like many bandsmen of this vintage has not been well 
but manages ok by himself. The Canterbury Plains were once 
famous for their sheep and lambs, but all the boys could see on 
their drive over the back roads were thousands of milking cows. 
How times change. It must have been a wonderful weekend for 
all concerned, and shows that the camaraderie of the forerunners 
of the present NZ Army Band is far from flagging. Terry 
Moloney once informed me that the band might have had over 
thirty soldier/bandsmen pass through its ranks, but the number 
available for concerts and parades was never more than fifteen or 
sixteen, so to see that six of these pioneers can gather around 
their fellow musicians after fifty two years is an example to us 
all. 
 
I would like to add that all these ex 
bandsmen take a keen interest in what the 
present bands are up to and Brian Miller 
is still involved with at least two bands in 
Auckland.  
 
(Picture above: in Geraldine, Fred Clarke, Graham Reid and 
Brian Miller) 
 
Do You Know This Veteran? 
 
Veterans, this Black and White photo was handed to us from a 
Sydney Australian Veteran taken in Japan in 1946/1947.  It is of 
a NZ Army female soldier and he thinks it was taken on a train 
returning from Tokyo to Yamaguchi.  It is estimated that the 
soldier was about 22 to 23 years of age at the time. 
 
Tracking down past Veterans is always difficult but every now 
and then when pictures like these pop up, someone does 
remember so if you do remember, please let us know so that we 
can reunite the two veterans if possible. 
 

 

 
Tinui for ANZAC Day  
 
If you remember in the June NewZletter I explained that there is 
a push to promote Tinui as an alternative ANZAC Day service 
other than Gallipoli.  I have had a wonderful letter from Dave 
Foreman (Vietnam Veteran) who came from Tinui and as a child 
used to attend ANZAC Parades with his father from about 1948 
on.  Thanks Dave.  I have included a website link for those that 
are interested in reading about Tinui. 
 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/2343111/Tiny-Tinui -proposed-
as-our-new-Gallipoli 
 
ANZAC Day 2010 
 
ANZAC Day in 2010 will more 
than likely be the same format as 
this and previous years.  
However, just to clarify, the 
term ôveteranõ in todayõs context 
refers to all serving and ex-
service personnel not just those 
that served overseas.  So whether 
you have a medal or not, as long as you served in the military 
you are considered a veteran and I would be very privileged to 
march alongside you at ANZAC Day every year.  Furthermore, 
I will be more ôpushyõ this year so please form up early, be 
smartly dressed and stand proudly in your ranks and files.  The 
ANZA C Day March structure is shown below. 

 
The vehicle has been placed at the rear of the marchers due to the 
exhaust fumes causing problems in previous years and WWII 
veterans (declining in numbers) are to be given pride of place at 
the front.  Also please note that Sir Ian Turbott AO CMG CVO 
Hon.D.Litt  (UWS) NZ World War II Veteran has accepted our 
offer to be the Parade Commander. 

 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/2343111/Tiny-Tinui-proposed-as-our-new-Gallipoli
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/2343111/Tiny-Tinui-proposed-as-our-new-Gallipoli
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Army Softball Reunion 6 -7- November 2009 
 

Did you play softball in the 
Army?  If so, we are having a 
celebration/reunion 6 - 7 
November 09 in Trentham to 

mark 60 years of softball. If you would like more information, 
please contact me at work dean.groves@nzdf.mil.nz 
 
J Force and British Commonwealth Occupation Forces 
Final Reunion 15-17 March 2010 
 
Veterans please be advised that there is to be a final reunion for J 
Force Veterans during the period 15-17 March 2010.  It is to be 
held in Gisborne and if you are interested please send your 
registration fee of $25 single Veteran, $35 Veteran and Partner, 
$15 Widow or Widower, $30 Visitors to: 
 
T.O. Tuhaka 
N.Z. J Force + B.C.O.F. Veterans Ass 
 Gisborne Branch 
59 Valley Rd   Gisborne N.Z. 4010 
 
If you want to know more about J Force and BCOF Veterans log 
on to http://www.riv.co.nz/jf/index.htm 
 
Thank you J Force and BCOF Veterans. 
 
Query from Queensland Veteran Wayne Lindsay 
 
Dear Veterans, Wayne is the Queensland Pension Rep for EVSA 
and is currently managing 17 Veterans.  However, if anyone has 
experience in welfare matters but more specifically ACC claims, 
could they please let me know so I can pass your details on to 
Wayne. 
 
RF Cadet 50th Anniversary Reunion 2013 (Bennett Class) 
 
Reminder for any RF Cadet Bennett Class 
veterans to please contact Roy Jones or Ben 
Hadfield as follows: 
 
Ben Hadfield benzza@iprimus.com.au. 
Roy Jones royvjones@dreamtilt.com.au. 
 
Ex-Malaya Veterans  

 
Please be advised that the NZ Malaya Veterans 
Association Inc has a new website 
http://www.malayavets.co.nz/ 
 

 

 
Ex-Vietnam Services Association Inc 
 
Reminder for all NZ Vietnam Veterans to 
keep in touch with your fellow comrades and 
keep up to date with the latest information 
through your association.  The website 
address as follows: 
 
www.evsa.org.nz 
 
Committee Meeting Matters  
 
The next Committee meeting is on the Sunday 27 September 
2009 at 1030 hours at the Chatswood RSL Club.  Therefore, if 
you have any ideas or suggestions even if you are not a financial 
member, then please let me know as we continually look to 
improve how the NZ Sub-Branch NSW operates. 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Veterans please note changes to dates and timings of activities at 
the end of this NewZletter.  Changes have been highlighted in 
yellow. 
 

 
 
Membership 20 09 
 

NSW Veterans 
are reminded 
that the 2009 
RSL and NZ 

Sub-Branch 
(NSW) 

membership renewal is due.  
As stated in my email, the  

 
NZ Sub-Branch (NSW) would welcome your contribution to the 
operations of the association regardless of whether you retain 
your voting and speaking rights with your parent Sub-Branch 
and remain as an associate member of the NZ Sub-Branch 
(NSW) (picture above new Members Peter and Jan Dicken 
receiving their membership badge from Lindsay Taylor 2009).  
So for $5 please send in your application form for Associate 
Membership.  For current full service members please send $29 
(of which $24 goes to the NSW RSL).  For new members 
wanting associate or full service membership let me know and I 
will send you an application form. 
 
Now that the NewZletter goes to Veterans in other States, I have 
been asked how they can become involved in the NZ Sub-Branch 
(NSW). 

mailto:dean.groves%40nzdf.mil.nz
http://www.riv.co.nz/jf/index.htm
mailto:benzza@iprimus.com.au
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