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Meetings held at Chatswood RSL 

The Month That Was 
 
 
NZ Veterans in Australia NSW Notices 

Change of Details  

Please note the change to the details 
for the NewZletter.  The change is 
ôsymbolicõ only in that the NZ Sub-
Branch as a legal entity remains 

extant including its bank accounts.  However, the name and 
email address of the NewZletter reflects a wider approach to NZ 
Veterans and is in line with the recently created Website.  It may 
get confusing because any Subs or payments must still be made 
to the NZ Sub-Branch and/or banked in the NZ Sub-Branch 
bank accounts but simply let me know if you have any queries. 

 

Launch of New Zealand Veterans in Australia Website  

Dear Veterans, well it has been three 
years since the idea of a website was 
discussed but thanks to the NZ 
Veterans in NSW, I am happy to 
state that the New Zealand Veterans 
in Australia Website has finally been 
launched.  Just click on the picture 
or go to www.nzvia.com.au.  What 
is exciting about the website is that 
it is a website that will reflect the 
activities of all NZ Veterans in 
Australia and as such separate pages have been created for all the 
States and Territories.  I included more details about the Website 
in the November NewZletter but I would like to reiterate that 
NZVIA is a voluntary initiative and as such receives no direct 
or indirect funding so as you send me information to be 
published please be understanding of the demands   Please also 
note that we need a Logo? 

 

NZ Veterans in Australia NSW Christmas Lunch ð Sunday 
13 December 2009 

On Sunday 13 December 2009 
from 1200-1500 the NZVIA 
NSW held its Christmas 
Lunch at the Chatswood RSL 
Club.  50 Veterans and their 
partners attended the lunch 
which is a small affair but 
large in camaraderie.  This 
year our guest speaker was Mr 

Chris Perrin, State Secretary of The Returned and Services 
League of Australia (NSW Branch) who spoke of the future of 
the RSL and the close relationship the RSL has with NZ 
Veterans which is very strong.  Other associations also attended 
including the Vice President of the Chatswood RSL Sub-Branch 
and President of the North Sydney RSL Sub-Branch.  The North 
Sydney RSL Sub-Branchõs Honorary Secretary is our very own 
NZ Navy Veteran Alex Wilson.  Some of us go to the North 
Sydney RSL Sub-Branch ANZAC Day service and march which 
is conducted in the afternoon allowing us time to attend the 
other morning services and marches around NSW.  The Vice 
President of the Chatswood RSL Sub-Branch mentioned NZõs 
part in the Battle of the River Plate and specifically the HMNZS 
Achilles role in the scuttling of 
the Graf Spee.  I am sure all Navy 
Veterans remember this battle but 
it was extremely exciting to know 
that Neville Berridge (picture 
right) who was also at the lunch, 
served on the HMNZS Achilles 
and whilst it is difficult to see, the 
book written by Jack Harker has a picture of the HMNZS 
Achilles next to the HMNZS Black Prince in Auckland and on 
the top deck with the Captain is Seaman Boy Neville Berridge. 
 
 
 

mailto:nsw@nzvia.com.au
http://www.nzvia.com.au/
http://www.nzvia.com.au
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Major (Retd) Bob Wood: This year 
our 95 year old Patron, Major 
(Retd) Bob Wood was also able to 
attend and normally, people fly 
between Sydney and Sawtell but 
Bob decided to drive down.  

Although thankfully Bob stayed overnight midway as it is a six 
hour drive non-stop.  Bob was a POW and has written a 
personal diary from the time he escaped POW Camp 47, Modena 
Italy, around 8 September 1943 to the time he rejoined the allied 
forces in Egypt around 31 December 1943.  Itõs an emotional 
read as most personal accounts of war experiences are but 
moreso when the Veteran that experienced and wrote about it, is 
actually the same Veteran that sits next to you at the lunch.  Bob 
also offered to say a few words which certainly captured the 
hearts and minds of all that attended.  A snapshot of Bobs service 
is provided below. 
 

¶ Born: August 1914  

¶ Enlisted: September 1939  

¶ Sailed to Cairo 4 January 1940 1st Echelon (19 Bn)  

¶ Commissioned 2Lt 8 Feb 1941 Platoon Commander LO  

¶ Captured by Germans after action at Ruwelsat Ridge 
Handed over to Italians 15 July 1942  

¶ Escaped Modena (PO Valley) with fellow NZ Officer 
15 September 1943 ð 400 mile walk in mountains 
taking 3 months  

¶ Contacted British (NZ) Troops 11 December 1943  

¶ 1944 furlough in NZ after 3 months returned to Italy 
as Captain later Major with 22 Bn  

¶ After cessation of hostilities went to UK with POW 
Repatriation Commission  

¶ May 1946 six months Rehabilitation Attachment  

¶ Discharged 29 September 1946  
 
T/SSgt Frank Harlow:  Although 
Bob was 95, we also had Frank 
Harlow attend and Frank turned 
96 on the 10th August 2009.  
Frank saw service in Crete in 
Greece with the 1st Echelon in 
1939.  Maybe thatõs another story 
we can hear next year.  
 
On behalf of the NZVIA NSW, we wish you all a very safe and 
enjoyable festive season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reminder:  ANZAC Day Badge Selling ð Thursday 22nd ð 
Friday 23rd April 2010 

Veterans are reminded 
that every year we sell 
badges at the Martin 
Place station over two 
days in order to 
generate revenue for 
our ongoing operational 
activities.  Martin Place 
station provides an 

ideal opportunity to attract workers exiting the station and there 
are a few trainloads to attract.  However, with ANZAC Day 
falling on a Sunday, it may be less favourable for selling.  
Nevertheless, we keep doing it and will keep doing it until our 
ageõs impact on our capability.  So if you have time pop on down 
with Medals and join fellow comrades followed by a breakfast.  It 
starts from 0630-0930.  The Sydney Maori Anglican Fellowship 
Church of Te Wairua Tapu Church also attend as we continue to 
strengthen our long-term partnership. 
 
Reminder: ANZAC Day ð Sunday 25th April 2010 
 
ANZAC Day in 2010 will 
more than likely be the same 
format as this and previous 
years.  However, just to 
clarify, the term ôveteranõ in 
todayõs context refers to all 
serving and ex-service 
personnel not just those that 
served overseas.  So whether you have a medal or not, as long as 
you served in the military you are considered a veteran and I 
would be very privileged to march alongside you at ANZAC 
Day every year.  Furthermore, I will be more ôpushyõ this year so 
please form up early, be smartly dressed and stand proudly in 
your ranks and files.  The ANZAC Day March structure is 
shown below. 
 
The vehicle has been placed at the rear of the marchers due to the 
exhaust fumes causing problems in previous years and WWII 
veterans (declining in numbers) are to be given pride of place at 
the front. 
 
Also please note that Sir Ian Turbott AO CMG CVO 
Hon.D.Litt (UWS) NZ World War II Veteran has accepted our 
offer to be the Parade Commander. 
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Reminder: Veteran ANZAC Day Church Service at the 
Maori Anglican Fellowship Church of Te Wairua Tapu 
(Church of the Holy Spirit) ð Sunday 2 May 2010 

Veterans, please also be 
reminded that our main 
activity for ANZAC next 
year including the march will 
be an ANZAC  Church 
service at The Maori 
Anglican Fellowship, Church 
of Te Wairua Tapu (Church 
of the Holy Spirit) in 
Redfern. 

As the 25th April is on a Sunday next year, the Service will be 
held on Sunday 2nd May 2010 at 1030 hours.  Sir Ian Turbott 
AO CMG CVO Hon.D.Litt  is our first confirmed dignitary that 
will be attending.  However, (subject to availability and 
approval) we are also hoping to have as our special Guest of 
Honour Cpl Willie Apiata VC .  If Cpl Willie Apiata VC is 
available we will also invite Tpr Mark Donaldson VC. 

Therefore Veterans it would be great if you can come along and 
support not only ANZAC Day but also the Church who have 
been supporting NZ Veterans for many years and 2010 is the 
Churchõs 25th Anniversary year. 
 
Reminder: Veteran ANZAC Day Wreath -Laying Service at 
the NZ Soldier Statue on ANZAC Bridge ð Sunday 2 May 
2010 
 

Following on from the Church service a Wreath-
Laying service will be held on the same day at 
2pm in the afternoon.  This year and hopefully 
future years the NZ Veterans are sharing this 
service with the Mortdale RSL Sub-Branch so 
that there will be a shared cost to the service.  The 
intent is for the NZ Veterans to host in 2010 with 
Mortdale hosting 2011 and so on.  The other  

 
benefit is that Archdeacon Malcolm Karipa will also officiate at 
this service when the NZ Veterans are hosting it.  The service 
wil l be held under the bridge to ensure less distraction to vehicle 
traffic, with the Wreath-Laying service conducted at the Statues.   
 
There is limited room at the Statues and every effort is to be 
made not to hinder the general public who also have a right to 
visit the Statues.  Nevertheless, the actual Wreath-Laying part of 
the service is very short.  As with the service earlier in 2009 it is 
hoped that we will get approval from Sydney Ports Authority to 
use the same parking area and also RTA approval.  It would be a 
good opportunity to see the Statue albeit whilst attending the 
service. 

Reminder:  Remembrance Day Poppy Selling ð Tuesday 9th 
ð Wednesday 10th November 2010 

As with ANZAC Day 
badge selling, we also sell 
Poppies on Poppy Day 
which helps again from a 
revenue perspective but also 
in the profiling and 
promoting of NZ Veterans 
to the Australian and New 
Zealand workforce in Sydney.  Again this is conducted at the 
Martin Place station from 0630-0930 over two days followed by 
a breakfast.  And again we will be assisted by The Sydney Maori 
Anglican Fellowship Church of Te Wairua Tapu. 

Reminder:  Remembrance Day Church Service ð Sunday 14 
November 2010 

In 2009, it was a very nice service at the 
Church for the Veterans and the Church to 
remember our fallen.  Nowadays, we not 
only remember our fallen but also those of us 
that remain (Taawhi reading the Scriptures).  
And again we will have a Veterans 
Remembrance Service at the Church the 
Sunday after Remembrance Day where the 
symbols of our service will be displayed and 
the laying of Poppies will also be included.   

Note: not only the Korowai and 
Lemon Squeezer but also the 
Poppies (l-r: Frank, Ron, Greg, 
Archdeacon Malcolm Karipa, 
Norman, Taawhi, Neville, 
Brian). 
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Other Notices  
 
John Masters ôA Bridge Overõ 
 

Veterans, please note that the book ôA 
Bridge Overõ by John Masters has been 
released for sale (refer to website 
http://www.abridgeover.net/).  John served 
in Malaysia and Borneo and then as BC in 
Vietnam.  Almost any Veteran knows 
John and his commitment to getting 
Agent Orange recognized as a health issue 
for Vietnam Veterans. 
 

Please go to the website to get more detailed information about 
the book.  However, I have also attached information from our 
NZ based Veterans (this may be out of date because the 
NewZletter only goes out monthly but nevertheless, contact 
Hank at the following email should you have any further 
queries): 
 
Hello 
 
1. I have been advised today by John Master's son the website is 
now up and running properly for book purchases online. If you 
have a Paypal account or wish to set a Paypal account up, you 
can order copies of the book online through that means if you live 
in-country, or especially more so, if you live overseas. 
 
2. For those who live in New Zealand and are confused by 
microchip technology: 
 
Pay $35 by cheque. 
 
Post cheque made out to 'JM & AM Masters', (dont forget to 
your add a postal address) to: 
 
'A Bridge Over' PO Box 13834 Christchurch 8014 
 
Or, you can use the telephone and ring the numbers below for 
further options on placing an order for the book. 
 
+64 3 384 7474 if you live overseas 
 
Regards 
Hank 
 
 
 
 

 
NZ Army Band Wants to Meet NZ Veterans attending 
Military Tattoo ð February 2010 
 
Dear Veterans, please be advised that the NZ Army Band would 
like to meet and greet with NZ Veterans attending the 
Edinburgh Military Tatt oo in Sydney.  The performance dates 
are Thursday 4 February 2010 to Sunday 7 February 2010.  Not 
sure as yet when and where and how but I have sent an email to 
them and will keep you posted as more information comes to 
hand. 
 
150th Birthday Celebrations o f the 4th Otago Southland 
Battalion Group 26 -28 February 2010 
 

Veterans, please be advised that 4th Otago 
Southland Battalion Group will be celebrating their 
150th Birthday during the period 26-28 February 
2010 in Dunedin.   
 

Congratulations 4OõSouth and all the best for your celebrations. 
 
Contact: fiona.stewart@nzdf.mil.nz 

RNZE Sappers Association 50th Anniversary Reunion 
12th to 14th March 2010 at the Papakura RSA 

All serving and past Sappers (with Partners) are 
invited to attend the associationõs 50th 
Anniversary celebrations at the Papakura RSA.  
Unfortunately the venue only can accommodate 
300 pers. so registrations will be accepted on a 
first in basis.  If interested please contact either: 
 
Don Rolle Email. donald_rolle@clear.net.nz or 
Peter Foster Email. peterfos@slingshot.co.nz  

2NZEF (Japan) & BCOF Association Inc  Final Reunion 15-
17 March 2010 
 
Veterans please be advised that there is to be a final reunion for 
2NZEF (Japan) & BCOF Association Inc during the period 15-
17 March 2010.  It is to be held in Gisborne and if you are 
interested please send your registration fee of $25 single 
Veteran, $35 Veteran and Partner, $15 Widow or Widower, $30 
Visitors to: 
 
T.O. Tuhaka 
N.Z. J Force + B.C.O.F. Veterans Ass 
 Gisborne Branch 
59 Valley Rd   Gisborne N.Z. 4010 
 
 

http://www.abridgeover.net/
mailto:fiona.stewart@nzdf.mil.nz
mailto:donald_rolle@clear.net.nz
mailto:peterfos@slingshot.co.nz
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If you want to know more about 2NZEF (Japan) & BCOF 
Association Inc log on to http://www.riv.co.nz/jf/index.htm 
 
Thank you 2NZEF (Japan) & BCOF Association Inc. 
 
Query from Queensland Veteran Wayne Lindsay 
 
Dear Veterans, Wayne is the Queensland Pension Rep for EVSA 
and is currently managing 17 Veterans.  However, if anyone has 
experience in welfare matters but more specifically ACC claims, 
could they please let me know so I can pass your details on to 
Wayne. 
 
W3 Reunion ð Proposed Date 19-22 November 2010 
 

Veterans, please be advised that W3 will be 
holding a Reunion during the period 19-22 
November 2010 in Christchurch.  W3 served in 
Vietnam from 1969-1970.  It will be their 40th 
year reunion and as with the many other 

reunions, as the ranks diminish, the memorable value of such 
reunions gets stronger for those that remain.  The proposed 
programme is as follows: 
 

¶ Friday Night: ômeet and greetõ in a central location 
from 6PM.  Bar food will be provided. Invited - any 
other Vietnam veterans in the greater Christchurch 
area. 

¶ Saturday: Options period, including doing nothing 
organised.  It is proposed to arrange an all-day bus trip 
to Esk Valley [near Timaru] to greet and farewell Dave 
Wright 2Pl DOW.  Otherwise the committee is open to 
other options for day activities including vineyard 
tours, and an informal bus tour of Burnham Camp. 

¶ Saturday Night: Formal dinner [perhaps with 
Regimental colour 2/1 RNZIR present], short catwalk 
display of modern equipment, and afterwards a band. 
 Invited ð registered veterans and NOK plus special 
guests. 

¶ Sunday Morning: 1030 memorial service at Capt 
Charles Upham VC & Bar gravesite near Papanui 
RSA.  Following the service a buffet lunch at Papanui 
RSA is proposed. 

¶ Sunday Afternoon: Remain at Papanui RSA for the W3 
AGM, followed by further opportunity to mingle and 
perhaps have dobs and other activities. During 
afternoon have presentation of attendance certificates to 
veterans and family or NOK attending. 

¶ Sunday Night: Bar food or buffet meal and music, 
private farewells. 

¶ Monday: dispersal with assistance from Christchurch 
veterans. 

 
For ex-Members of W3 please log on to 
http://www.w3vietnam.org.nz/ to get more information. 
 
RF Cadet 24th Anniversary Reunion 2010 (Thorpe Class) 
 
Well there seems to be a number of RF Cadet 
Reunions coming up which is great as the RF 
Cadets produced some very high calibre and high 
profile soldiers so it makes sense that ex-RF 
Cadets are so proud of their involvement.  And the  
 
Thorpe Class are also intending to hold a reunion in 2010.  So 
for you Thorpe Class members please email Andrew (Simmo) 
Simpson with your support and camaraderie and I do hope your 
reunion goes ahead and is not only enjoyable, but full of 
memories of your younger Cadet years.  Contact Andrew by 
email below: 
 
sgtsimo@hotmail.com 
asimpson@tanknology.com.au  
 
I do hope Thorpe Class and Bennett Class (below) members can 
support their respective reunions and I wish you all the best for 
your celebrations. 

 
1 Battalion RNZIR Reunion  ð 22-29 April 2011 
 
Dear Veterans, Neil Warner and a team of ex-1 Battalion 
RNZIR Veterans are planning a reunion for those who served 
with 1Battalion RNZIR in Singapore.   The dates being looked at 
are 22 April to 29 April 2011.  A more detailed programme is 
being worked on at the moment.  For those who were with 1 
RNZIR whether attached or as a serving soldier are invited to 
advise us of their expression of interest in one last trip to our old 
home Dieppe Barracks as we have been advised the Barracks are 
being demolished. 
 
This e mail address is my contact director@manawa.co.nz  
 
 
 

http://www.riv.co.nz/jf/index.htm
http://www.w3vietnam.org.nz/
mailto:sgtsimo@hotmail.com
mailto:asimpson@tanknology.com.au
mailto:director@manawa.co.nz
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Many thanks for your help 
 
Regards 
 
Neil Warner 
 
RF Cadet 50th Anniversary Reunion 2013 (Bennett Class) 
 
Reminder for any RF Cadet Bennett Class 
veterans to please contact Roy Jones or Ben 
Hadfield as follows: 
 
Ben Hadfield benzza@iprimus.com.au. 
Roy Jones royvjones@dreamtilt.com.au. 
 
Ex-Malaya Veterans  

 
Please be advised that the NZ Malaya Veterans 
Association Inc has a new website 
http://www.malayavets.co.nz/ 

Ex-Vietnam Services Association Inc 
 
Reminder for all NZ Vietnam Veterans to 
keep in touch with your fellow comrades and 
keep up to date with the latest information 
through your association.   
 
The website address as follows: 
 
www.evsa.org.nz 
 
Committee Meeting Matters  
 
The next Committee meeting is on the Sunday 29 November 
2009 at 1030 hours at the Chatswood RSL Club.  Therefore, if 
you have any ideas or suggestions even if you are not a financial 
member, then please let me know as we continually look to 
improve how the NZ Sub-Branch NSW operates. 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Veterans please note changes to dates and timings of activities at 
the end of this NewZletter.  Changes have been highlighted in 
yellow. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Membership 2010 
 

NSW Veterans are 
reminded that the 2010 
RSL and NZ Sub-Branch 
(NSW) membership 
renewal is due.  As stated in my 
email, the NZ Sub-Branch (NSW) 

would welcome your contribution to the operations of the 
association regardless of whether you retain your voting and 
speaking rights with your parent Sub-Branch and remain as an 
associate member of the NZ Sub-Branch (NSW) (picture above 
new Members Peter and Jan Dicken receiving their membership 
badge from Lindsay Taylor 2009).  So for $5 please send in your 
application form for Associate Membership.  For current full 
service members please send $29 (of which $24 goes to the NSW 
RSL).  For new members wanting associate or full service 
membership let me know and I will send you an application 
form. 
 
Now that the NewZletter goes to Veterans in other States, I have 
been asked how they can become involved in the NZ Sub-Branch 
(NSW). 
 
Please note the following: 
 
1. Interstate veterans can join the NSW Branch of the RSL 

via the NZ Sub-Branch (NSW) as Service members, if 
you are not currently Service Members interstate; 

2. If you are currently Service Members interstate you can:- 
a. transfer to the NZ Sub-Branch (NSW); or 
b. become òAssociateó members of the NZ Sub-Branch for 

$5 BUT you can only speak, vote & hold office at one RSL 
sub-Branch in Australia. 

 
Whilst we would gladly accept your membership I would request 
you contact me so we can discuss your expectations against what 
is achievable. 
 
Just a reminder, the NZ Sub-Branch is the legal entity for the 
NZ Veterans in Australia NSW so membership must remain 
with the NZ Sub-Branch in regards to its association with the 
NSW RSL. 
 

 
 

 
  

mailto:benzza@iprimus.com.au
mailto:royvjones@dreamtilt.com.au
http://www.malayavets.co.nz/
http://www.evsa.org.nz/
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Acknowledgements / Personal Notices 
 
Happy Birthday to Warren Evans, Trevor Phillips, Mark 
Allingham, Mike Hannan, Ron Martin, Sir Brian Dudley, 
Aaron Simpson, Kathleen Kerehona, Francis Thurston, 
Bryan OõHanlon, Lindsay Taylor and Arch Campbell. 
 

 
 
The Last Post 
 
W32082 Mac SHEDDEN (Korea) 
 
Dear Veterans, it is with great sadness that I advise of the 
passing of Korea Veteran Mac SHEDDEN.  Macõs passing was 
advised by his son Rowan to Veterans he knew which was 
subsequently passed on to Veterans living in Australia.  Sadly 
Mac passed away on Christmas Day.  Rowan was comfortable 
with his notice being sent to Veterans near and far and as such I 
have attached it below: 
 
Dear all 
 
I am writing this letter on behalf of my mother, 
Adriana Shedden, and our immediate family. It is with great 
sadness I have to relay that on Friday, 25th December 2009, my 
father, Mac Shedden, passed away. 
  
He had been suffering with terminal pancreatic cancer for the 
past few months and his condition suddenly worsened only a few 
days before Xmas, he died peacefully at home with myself and 
Adriana at his side. Thankfully, once his condition deteriorated, 
he was in little pain and did not have to endure any suffering. 
 
His funeral is taking place at Easton Funeral Services chapel, 16 
Florence St, Tweed Heads NSW on Wednesday 30th December 
at 11:00 (NSW time) where he will be cremated. And, whilst 
none of us here would expect you to be able to attend, being so 
far away, we are asking that you pause for a minute at that time 
to remember a comrade. 
 
Iõm so sorry to have to bring you this sad news, and if you need 
any further information please donõt hesitate to call me. My 
phone numbers are home: +61 2 9668 9152 or mobile: +61 409 
200 458. Alternately, please just reply to this email. 
 
Please pass on this information to others who may have known 
Mac. Unfortunately, I only have a small number of known email 
addresses which is why you have received this email. 
  
 

 
Kind Regards, 
Rowan Shedden (Mac's son) 

Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the funeral and due to the 
Christmas closedown for NZDF was not be able to get any 
information on his service career. 
 
However, 2Bn 1RNZIR Veteran Ernie Donner attended and 
was able to represent us all.  Ernie lives in Queensland but 
Tweed Heads is on the border of NSW and QLD. 
 
On behalf of all NZ Veterans in Australia, thank you Ernie for 
attending a very sad passing of a Veteran on a day that is 
normally associated with joy and happiness. 
 
ôWe Will Remember Himõ 

NZ Veterans Last Post Notices 
 
The NZ Veterans in Australia NSW receives Last Post notices of 
NZ Veterans that pass away in NZ whereby most if not all are 
listed on the many websites dedicated to Veterans.  However, the 
following is included: 
 
Brigadier (Retd) Edward John VALENTINE, OBE, ED TF 
 
We have been advised of the following: 
 
Brigadier Edward John (John) VALINTINE, OBE, ED, TF 
(Ret), passed away peacefully in Hamilton on 8 December 2009, 
aged 80. 
 
A service for John will be held at the Southwell School Chapel, 
Peachgrove Road, Hamilton, on Friday, 11 December 2009 at 
1400hrs, followed by private cremation. 
 
All communications to: 
The Valintine Family. 
358 Thames Street. 
Morrinsville 3300. 
 
NZ Vietnam Veterans Last Post 
 
Vietnam Veterans please go to the following link to keep updated 
on the passing of Vietnam Veterans in NZ. 
 
http://premierstrategics.com/funeral.html 
 
Last Post Reminder 
 
Veterans, I can honestly say (albeit with great sadness) that after 
attending many funerals in NSW, the families have been  

http://premierstrategics.com/funeral.html
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overwhelmingly grateful, appreciative and welcomed our ability 
to coordinate the military aspects of the funeral for our fallen 
comrade.  It is incredibly moving to see the pride in the families 
not only when they hear and sometimes first learn of our fallen 
comradeõs military service, but also when they see the Casket 
covered with the NZ Flag, respective service hat (Army, Airforce 
or Navy) and Korowai.  Furthermore, all the families I have 
coordinated funeral details with have also been very comfortable 
with photos being taken knowing the reason for such photos e.g. 
veteran only distribution.  You would have seen such photos in 
previous NewZletters. 
 
Therefore, please let us know as veterans pass away in Australia 
so I can advise all the veterans in Australia.  For NSW veterans, 
we try to attend wherever possible funerals of our comrades so 
please keep us informed. 
 
Lest we forget 
 

 
 

Other News 
 
 
 
 

Teacher named NZDF Reservist of the Year  

Reservist of the Year, LCPL 
Kendon and the Hon Heather Roy 
with the award (OH 09-0754-001)  

Office of the Associate Minister 
of Defence 

14 December 2009 

Associate Minister of Defence Heather Roy today congratulated 
Lance Corporal Deborah Kendon on being named the first ever 
New Zealand Defence Force Reservist of the Year. 

"A teacher at Auckland's Northcote College, LCpl Kendon was 
also the only woman competitor in this year's Reservist of the 
Year competition - although I am sure she will not be the last," 
Mrs Roy said. 

Last night's award presentation was the culmination of a day in 
which 11 competitors from Army and Navy Reserve units 
throughout the country took part in a series of military 
challenges and activities.  "These included driving, weapons  

 
handling, observation, first aid and physical fitness at Trentham 
Military Camp in Upper Hutt.  Contenders also gave a speech at 
a dinner held at Defence House. 

"As part-time soldiers, Reservists live in two skins - their NZDF 
uniform and the civilian dress required for their full-time 
employment.   

They combine the best of both facets of their lives to make a 
unique contribution to both the NZDF and New Zealand society 
in general. The new NZDF Reservist of the Year award is fitting 
recognition of the contribution made by men and women who, in 
addition to holding down ful-time jobs, volunteer to do their bit 
for their country. 

"I congratulate LCpl Kendon on her achievement, and also 
commend this year's other competitors for their dedication and 
skill," Mrs Roy said. 

Ends 

Interviews with troops deployed overseas at Xmas 
Defence Reservist of Year held on Saturday 
NZ tr oops return from Timor-Leste 
Interviews with deployed troops overseas at Christmas 
 
www.army.mil.nz 
 

 
 

 
 

70th ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF THE RIVER 
PLATE  

14 December 2009 

Six veterans of the Battle 
of the River Plate 
December 1939 joined the 
Royal New Zealand 
Navy last weekend for the 
70th Anniversary 
Commemoration. 

The River Plate Battle was the first time a New Zealand ship 
went into action in WWII.  HMS ACHILLES was New 
Zealandõs contribution to a cruiser squadron that attacked and 
defeated a powerful German raider, the GRAF SPEE.  

http://www.army.mil.nz/at-a-glance/news/media-releases/media-release.htm@guid=%7bcc380554-8cc3-4d52-80f0-25240ad467a5%7d.htm
http://www.army.mil.nz/at-a-glance/news/media-releases/media-release.htm@guid=%7b5a60a3d7-df0a-4bcc-aab2-ceb9353043b9%7d.htm
http://www.army.mil.nz/at-a-glance/news/media-releases/media-release.htm@guid=%7b56ad59e7-91fb-4034-babd-e3c6dc1ffee0%7d.htm
http://www.army.mil.nz/at-a-glance/news/media-releases/media-release.htm@guid=%7b8efe931f-7beb-428d-84b3-c1de02f9fc98%7d.htm
http://www.army.mil.nz/
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ACHILLES suffered one near-miss from an 11 inch (280 mm) 
shell which damaged the ship and killed four ratings, and 
wounded seven other men, three seriously. ACHILLES together 
with the Royal Navy ship in the action, AJAX chased 
ADMIRAL GRAF SPEE towards the neutral port of 
Montevideo. The German ship, which had 36 killed and 60 
wounded, was scuttled off the port four days later. 

ACHILLES arrived back in NZ to a heroõs welcome in Auckland 
on 23 February 1940.  The gun turret and Director Control 
Tower are today mounted at the entrance to the Naval Base. 

Navy remembers lives lost at sea 
Navy ship homeward bound 
Navy offers assistance to Polly's glade 
Naval survey boat assists in search for missing divers 
 
www.navy.mil.nz  
 

 
 

 
 

Air Force Boeing completes Antarctica trial flight  

RNZAF Boeing 757 lands at Pegasus 
Airfield during a successful maiden 
trial flight to Antarctica (WN 09-
0036-05).  

17 December 2009 

A Royal New Zealand  flight Air Force Boeing 757 has 
completed a successful maiden trial flight to Antarctica. 

The recently upgraded Boeing 757-200 left Christchurch on 
Wednesday 16 December at 11.30am, arriving at McMurdo 
Station just before 4.00pm New Zealand time. 

After refuelling on the ice runway at Pegasus Airfield, 
McMurdo Station, the aircraft returned to Christchurch around 
midnight. 

The Mission Commander, Squadron Leader Richard Beaton said 
the work done in the lead up to the flight meant it went 
smoothly. 

 
òThere was a lot of planning involved around the various 
operational, technical, and logistical issues before the flight could 
get underway.ó 

Air Component Commander, Air Commodore Steve Moore said 
the modernisation of the navigation system, as part of the 
Boeingsõ recent upgrade, removed many of the limitations of the 
aircraft to operate into the high latitudes of McMurdo. 

òWith the upgraded Boeings we were able to look more closely at 
a trial flight to Antarctica. 

òThe aim of the flight was to look at the suitability of the B757 to 
carry passengers to McMurdo, and the availability and 
suitability of passenger handling facilities, ground support 
equipment, and engineering support equipment required in the 
event the aircraft requires any maintenance,ó said Air 
Commodore Moore. 

Currently, the New Zealand Defence Force operates around 12 
C-130 Hercules flights to McMurdo Station each year during 
the Antarctic summer months between October and April.  

òDepending on the outcomes of the trial flight, it could be that 
the B757 would be a more efficient and effective way of  
transporting  passengers than the C-130 Hercules or United 
States Air Force C-17, enabling these aircraft to be more 
effectively utilised to carry cargo. 

òThe next stage will be the post-trial fli ght analysis, so any 
further flights will still be quite some time away,ó said Air 
Commodore Moore. 

ENDS 

For further information please contact Squadron Leader Kavae 
Tamariki, Defence Communications Group, on 04 496 0294 or 
021 420 899. 

Background notes: 

The Air Forceõs two Boeing 757 200 aircraft are operated by No. 
40 Squadron, RNZAF 

Aircraft : Boeing 757-200 
Manufacturer:  Boeing (USA) 
Power plant: 2 x Rolls Royce RB211535E4/4B turbofans 
Length: 47.32m 
Wingspan: 38.05m 
Height:  13.56m 
Basic weight: 57,180kgs 

http://www.navy.mil.nz/know-your-navy/news/media-release.htm@guid=%7b862365f8-63e1-44fe-a2d1-2c14a10781cb%7d.htm
http://www.navy.mil.nz/know-your-navy/news/media-release.htm@guid=%7b3fddef3f-7a1b-4450-901c-aa16ab139ab5%7d.htm
http://www.navy.mil.nz/know-your-navy/news/media-release.htm@guid=%7bb4c8e17f-a229-4515-b788-672c50340027%7d.htm
http://www.navy.mil.nz/know-your-navy/news/media-release.htm@guid=%7baf2efcba-9004-4ae1-b335-33dfac51954e%7d.htm
http://www.navy.mil.nz/
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Gross weight: 115,680kgs 
Max payload: 22,460 kgs 
Max fuel: 43,490L 
Range:  4000 nm (7400 km) 

Air Force Boeing completes Antarctica trial flight  
Air Force officers graduate  
Prestigious award for Air Force recipient 
 
www.airforce.mil.nz 
 

 
 
NZ Sub-Branch Executive Appointments 2009/2010 
(AGM 7 March 2010) 
 
President  Sqn Ldr (Retd) David Winkelmann  
   AFC MID 
Vice President  Ron Haira  
Vice President  Taawhi Kerehona 
Honorary Secretary Greg Makutu 
Honorary Treasurer Greg Makutu 
Welfare/Pensions Officer Taawhi Kerehona 
 

 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Veterans please note that the dates are tentative and subject to 
change as invitations and confirmation of activities are received.  
Yellow highlight indicates there has been a change. 
 
2010 
 
January Thursday 21st   1100 ANZAC Participants  
   Meeting (Greg) 
 
 Sunday 31st  1030 Committee Meeting 
 
March Thursday 4th   1100 ANZAC Day Participants  
   Meeting (Greg) 
 
 Sunday 7th   1030 Committee Meeting 
   1100 AGM 
 
April  Friday 16th    1900 Chatswood RSL Dinner  
   Invitation Only (Wear Medals) 
    
 Sunday 18th    0930 Coogee/Randwick ANZAC  
   Service 
   1000 St Stephens ANZAC Church  
   Service Willoughby (Wear Medals) 

    
   1500 North Sydney ANZAC  
   Service and March   
   (Banner/Flags/Medals) 
 
 Thursday 22nd  0630 Poppy Selling Martin Place  
   Station (Wear Medals) 
    
 Friday 23rd  0630 Poppy Selling Martin Place  
   Station (Wear Medals) 
 

Saturday 24th  1400 Kapyong Day Martin Place  
   Cenotaph (Banner/Flag/Medals) 
  
 Sunday 25th    ANZAC Day Martin Place  
   Cenotaph (Banners/Flags/Medals) 
 
May Sunday 2nd    1030 ANZAC Church Service Te  
   Wairua Tapu Maori Anglican  
   Church Redfern (Korowai/Lemon 

Squeezer/RNZAF Hat/RNZN  
 Hat/Medals) 

   1400 NZ Soldier Statue Wreath- 
   Laying Service (Wear Medals) 
 
 Tuesday 25th  Annual State Congress (President) 
 
 Friday 28th   1100 Indigenous Veterans Service  
   Martin Place Cenotaph (Wear  
   Medals) 
 
 Sunday 30th     1030 Committee Meeting 
 
July Sunday 4th     1100 Reserve Forces Day Hyde 
   Park (Standard/Flags/Medals) 
 
 Sunday 18th     1200 Mid-Year Lunch Chatswood  
   RSL (Wear Medals) 
 
 Sunday 25th    1030 Committee Meeting 
 
August Sunday 15th   1100 Victory in the   
   Pacific Day Martin Place Cenotaph 
   (Wear Medals) 

1130 Vietnam Veterans Day  
 Springwood (Banner/Flags/Medals) 

 
 Wednesday 18th    1030 Battle of Long Tan Day  
   Martin Place Cenotaph   
   (Banner/Flag/Medals)  
 
September Wednesday 1st  1100 Battle for Australia Martin  
   Place Cenotaph (Wear Medals) 

http://www.airforce.mil.nz/operations/media-releases/media-release.htm@guid=%7b743a1ebd-84d8-47a9-970e-e950ea91c749%7d.htm
http://www.airforce.mil.nz/operations/media-releases/media-release.htm@guid=%7b74d038e0-4933-44b8-b91d-3490c0250ba0%7d.htm
http://www.airforce.mil.nz/operations/media-releases/media-release.htm@guid=%7b7d3c1577-2d48-4289-bdda-9db82fe50d77%7d.htm
http://www.airforce.mil.nz/
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 Saturday 4th   1100 Merchant Navy Day Service  
   Martin Place Cenotaph (Wear  
   Medals) 
 
 Wednesday 15th    1100 Battle of Britain Martin Place 
   Cenotaph (Wear Medals) 
 
 Sunday 26th  1030 Committee Meeting 
 
October Wednesday 20th   1130 HMAS Australia Veteranõs  
   Association Martin Place Cenotaph 
   (No Attendance Required) 
 
 Friday 22nd   1000 United Nations Association  
   Martin Place Cenotaph (No  
   Attendance Required) 
 
   1200 Ninth Australian Division  
   Martin Place Cenotaph (No  
   Attendance Required) 
 
November Wednesday  10th  0630 Poppy Selling Martin Place 
   Station (Wear Medals) 
 
 Thursday 11th  0630 Poppy Selling Martin Place  
   Station (Wear Medals) 
   1100 Remembrance Day Service  
   Martin Place Cenotaph   
   (Banner/Flags/Medals) 
 
 Sunday 28th    1030 Committee Meeting 
 
December Sunday 12th  1200-1500 Xmas Lunch   
   Chatswood RSL Club (Wear  
   Medals) 
 

 
 
 


