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Meetings held at Chatswood RSL 
 

The Month That Was 

 
NZ Sub-Branch Annual General Meeting 

Dear Veterans, the AGM was 
held on Sunday 8 March 2009 
at the Chatswood RSL Club 
and I am happy to announce 
our Executive Committee for 

the 2009 financial year as follows: 

President: Sqn Ldr (Retd) David Winkelmann AFC MID 
Vice Presidents:  Lt (Retd) Ron Haira, Taawhi Kerehona 
Honorary Treasurer/Secretary: Greg Makutu 
 
Incidentally, I have volunteered my services to continue the 
NewZletter and I thank you all for your support and contribution 
to acknowledging the importance of our identity as NZ Veterans 
in Australia.  And as I have and will continue to reiterate, I mean 
veterans in a more general sense which includes anyone that has 
served in the NZDF. 
 
Picture below: Taawhi, Lindsay (Outgoing President), David, 
Ron 
 

 
 
 
 

HMNZS Canterbury (Multi -Role Vessel) 
 

 
 
Thanks to Lt Cdr Glen Stokes, the Operations Officer for the 
Navys new multi-role vessel the HMNZS Canterbury, we were 
able to secure a special visit for a small number of Naval veterans 
on Saturday 14th March whilst it was berthed at Garden Island 
during the period 13-15 March 2009.  The naval veterans (except 
me) that visited are from left to right Greg Bell, Neville Berridge, 
Greg Makutu, Alex Wilson, Bill Tahu and Alister Macaskill.   
 

HMNZS Canterbury 

mailto:nzsubbranch@virginbroadband.com.au
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I can tell you that this is a big vessell and seeing it from the Ferry 
that day made the four Frigates fore and aft look really small.  
Nevertheless, as with all veterans it didnõt take long for the boys 
to start the stories and what amazing stories they were telling.  
This vessel has a ôliftõ which was a comforting thought for our 80 
year old Neville Berridge who served on the HMNZS Achilles in 
WW2.  But also for the other veterans as they tried to revisit their 
youth when going up and down the ladders.  Incidentally, they 
still had it whilst I was the only one having difficulty with the 
small steps on the ladders (such a big vessel and small steps!).  It 
also had comfortable bunk bed cabins, recreation room complete 
with comfortable seating and wide screen HDTV, gymnasium, 
wide companion ways.  Our host was Midshipman Kendra 
Titheridge (picture below of Kendra getting the lift ready for the 
boys) who had only been in the Navy for two years but was very 
knowledgeable in explaining the vessels capabilities and 

operations.  
But she did 
admit that 
even she 
learnõt a lot 
from those 

that 
attended 

which was 
nice.  The 

veterans 
came from 

a wide range of experience including the Rotoiti, Achilles, Otago, 
Monowai, Kaiama, Inverell, Blackpool, Manwanui.  The engine 
room according to the veterans was state of the art when 
compared with what they were used to during their service and 
the bridge had Joystick controls on either side of the vessel for 
berthing.  But they all said that they like to feel the engines rather 
than use a 
Game 
Controller 
(Joystick).  
Only naval 
veterans 
would 
understand 
that I 
suspect.  I 
am sure 
Kendra as a 
Generation Y would prefer the Joystick.  Nevertheless, it was a 
thoroughly enjoyable visit and I hope to arrange similar visits as 
NZ vessels arrive.  (picture above Bill and Greg reluctantly 
leaving). 
 
 

 
Ceremony of Remembrance for the ANZAC Fallen 
Announcement ð Sunday 19 April 2009 at 1100 Hours 

Veterans, we are still awaiting 
confirmation from the Premier 
and NZDF for the ANZAC 
Service who will also join Sarah 
Craig (NZ Consul General in 
Sydney), John Haines (NSW RSL 
State Vice President), Chris 
Perrin (NSW RSL State 

Secretary) and Maj Gen Morrison (Land Commander Australian 
Defence Force).  And whilst this is great news, thanks to the 
Sydney Ports Authority we have managed to secure parking for 
all.  The Sydney Ports Authority have allowed us the use of their 
Compound which is located right next to the Walkway under the 
bridge so for those older veterans, the walk to the ceremony is now 
20secs-30secs as opposed to potentially 5-10 minutes.  A Map is 
attached at the end of this NewZletter. 

All NZ veterans are welcome to attend so please come along and 
join us in our very own Ceremony of Remembrance for our 
ANZAC Fallen.  Details are as follows: 

Date: Sunday 19 Aril 2009 
Time: 1100 hours 
Location: Under ANZAC Bridge 
Dress: Medals 
 
Important Notice:  When wreaths are laid at the Statue please be 
mindful of the limited space available and make room available for 
our distinguished guests.  Furthermore, the RTA has reiterated 
that time at the Statue for Wreath-Laying is to be kept to an 
absolute minimum to ensure minimum distraction to motorists.  
Please do not leave valuables in your vehicle as the compound is 
not secure. 
 
Brisbane ANZAC Day March 2009 

I have had enquiries regarding the ANZAC Day March in 
Brisbane so for those that are attending, please contact Larry 
Southern, Parade Commander (07)3207 9603 or Lt Col(Retd) 
Norm Fry (07)3348 6273 for further details.   

Can someone please send me some pics and a story so I can 
include it in the April NewZletter. 

 

  



New Zealand Sub -Branch  

NewZletter  

3  March 2009 
 

  

 
Other Notices  

Dear Veterans, I apologise for not sprucing up the NewZletter by 
displaying the Logoõs of the relevant organisations.  So as with a 
lot of the information in this NewZletter I have taken the liberty 
of obtaining the Logoõs from the relevant websites in order to 
promote your causes.  Please let me know if there is any issue 
with this as I certainly do not want to cause offence or conflict in 
any way but I am working on the premise that you are more than 
comfortable allowing all our veterans to see this information. 

KONFRONTASI ð REMINISCENSES OF A òROCKYó is a 
diarised account of a young naval reservist who served in 
HMNZS Hickleton during Confrontation. 

Veterans I am so pleased to 
announce that an RNZN 
Veteran, Jim Warren has 
produced a book of his personal 
experiences during 
Confrontation.  For those 
RNZN Veterans out there, I 
do not need to explain firstly 
what ôConfrontationõ means 
and secondly what ôRockyõ 
means.  And for other veterans 
who are interested please log 
into Jimõs website address to 
find out. 

Illustrated with nearly 200 photographs the book describes, in 
considerable detail, what life at sea was like during a very tense 
period of South East Asiaõs history. 

Those who were there will relate to the many stories Jim has 
recorded and others will obtain a very clear insight into life at sea 
during those difficult, but exciting, times and what life in the Far 
East was like in the 1960õs. 

The book is available on line at: 

www.cybermarket.com .au/welcome/page88.php 
 
NZ Veterans Visiting and Marching in Sydney on ANZAC 
Day  
 
There are a small number of NZ Veterans visiting Sydney and 
marching with us on ANZAC Day this year.  They served in 
Malaya, Borneo and Vietnam so for those veterans that served in 
these conflicts please make them feel welcome and join us for the  

 
ANZAC Day march.  The key contact person is Bob (Bukit) Hill.  
Not quite sure of their schedule but if you want to catch up with 
them let me know and I will pass your details to Bukit. 

RNZN Communicators Associatio n Reunion Matai Club 
Nelson RSA 

On behalf of all NZ Veterans in Australia, I 
hope the RNZN Communicators had a 
memorable and enjoyable reunion.  We can only 
assume you did because it was in Nelson and 
that City has changed so much over the years 
into such an impressive place.  For all you 
RNZN Communicators in AU keep in touch 
with your fellow veterans through their web 

address RNZN Communicators Association 

RNZN Reunion Sydney (9-13 April 2009) 

Reminder for all Naval veterans there is 
to be a RNZN Reunion in April 2009 
in Sydney.  I included the full 
information on this in last yearõs March NewZletter.  However, 
the reunion contacts are: 

Bill Tahu - btahu@aapt.net.au 
Ken Johnston - ken.johnston7@bigpond.com 
Alistar MacAskill - alister9@tpg.com.au 

Happy to email you the application form if requested. 

2nd Canterbury Nelson Marlborough and West Coast 
Battalion Group (2 Cant NMWC Bn Gp) 150 th Anniversary 
(26-28 June 2009) 

Members of the 2nd Canterbury 
Nelson Marlborough and West 
Coast Battalion Group      (2 Cant 
NMWC Bn Gp) , in conjunction 
with the Regimental Association of 
the Unit, are planning the 150th 
Anniversary of the Unit, which 
wil l be celebrated in Christchurch 
over the period 26-28 June 2009. 

 
One of our major tasks is publicising the event to ex members of 
the unit and those who have association with the unit, then 
creating a contact list to allow us to pass more detailed 
information about the event to them. 
 
To assist me with this task, could you please: 

http://www.cybermarket.com.au/welcome/page88.php
http://www.rnzncomms.org/
mailto:btahu@aapt.net.au
mailto:ken.johnston7@bigpond.com
mailto:alister9@tpg.com.au
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¶ Display the attached/enclosed information about the event 
in your RSA. (I have attached a basic  òposteró which may 
also be suitable in WORD and PDF format) 

¶ Include information about the 150th Anniversary in any 
newsletters/communications you have with your members. 

¶ Forward/distribute this information to any other 
organisation, business, group or individual who could 
assist with the wider dissemination of information about 
the 150th Anniversary. 

¶ Encourage people to respond to the Unit, so we can 
capture their contact details, to either, 
echoes150@yahoo.co.nz , or write to: 

2nd Canterbury, Nelson, Marlborough and West Coast 
Battalion Group 
(Attention: 150th Anniversary Registration Clerk) 
Burnham Camp 
BURNHAM 7600 

 
Many thanks. 
 
BS (òSkinó) FRANCES 
Captain 
HQ Coy 
2 Cant NMWC Bn Gp 
 
RF Cadet 50th Anniversary Reunion 2013 (Bennett Class) 
 
Reminder for any RF Cadet Bennett Class veterans 
to please contact Roy Jones or Ben Hadfield as 
follows: 
 
Ben Hadfield benzza@iprimus.com.au. 
Roy Jones royvjones@dreamtilt.com.au. 
 
ANZAC Day 2009 
 

ANZAC Day in 2009 
will more than likely be 
the same format as this 
and previous years 
with descendents 
marching with us.  
However, just to 
clarify, the term 
ôveteranõ in todayõs 
context refers to all 

serving and ex-service personnel not just those that served 
overseas.  So whether you have a medal or not, as long as you 
served in the military you are considered a veteran and I would be 
very privileged to march alongside you at ANZAC Day every  

 
year.  Furthermore, I will be more ôpushyõ this year so please form 
up early, be smartly dressed and stand proudly in your ranks and 
files.  The ANZAC Day March structure is as follows: 
 

 
 
 
Ex-Malaya Veterans  
 
Please be advised that the NZ Malaya Veterans 
Association Inc has a new website 
http://www.malayavets.co.nz/ 
 
Ex-Vietnam Services Association Inc 

Reminder for all NZ Vietnam Veterans to keep 
in touch with your fellow comrades and keep up 
to date with the latest information through your 
association.  The website address as follows: 

 
www.evsa.org.nz 
 
NZ Veterans Association of Australia NZVAA  
 
There is still talk about how we as a collective group of NZ 
veterans in AU can best be served by the RNZRSA, NZDF and 
AU/NZ governments or maybe we are best served from within 
our many collective organisations such as EVSA, RNZA 
Association and the many others.  Some discussion around this 
could be to create a New Zealand Veterans Association of 
Australia (NZVAA ).  With technology the way it is management 
of NZVAA could be relatively easy but of course personally time 
consuming.  Furthermore, it was thought that in the beginning at 
least, veterans would stay within their own organisations 
membership and by default also be a member of NZVAA from a 
whole-of-Australia perspective which has the potential to have 
more sway in future negotiation on veteran matters.  To provide a 
more fairer and unbiased approach to its management, the 
President of the NZVAA could be shared on a rotational basis 
between each of the States regardless of the population base.   
 

mailto:echoes150@yahoo.co.nz
mailto:benzza@iprimus.com.au
mailto:royvjones@dreamtilt.com.au
http://www.malayavets.co.nz/
http://www.evsa.org.nz/
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There will be a lot of work to do to become established such as 
developing a constitution, policies and also building relationships.  
Anyway, if you have any views on this please let me know. 
 
Suggestions and Pictures of NZ Veteran Identity  
 
Thanks veterans for your suggestions and comments regarding 
how we might be able to identify ourselves through some form of 
common clothing item.  The great thing is that responses have 
favoured an all of Australia approach as opposed to an individual 
State identity.  This would work very well from an economy of 
scale perspective.  Anyway, some suggestions are: 

 
NZ Kiwi Tie:  These are readily available 
and in various colours.  The costs I am sure 
can be brought down because they do not 
need to be made using expensive material as 
the main purpose is to identify us as NZ 
Veterans or at the least Kiwiõs whenever we 
gather at services, activities and 
commemorations. 
 
Round Black and White Kiwi Badge:  These 
could be easily obtainable I suspect and 
most veterans from the more recent 

conflicts wear these as part of their uniform.  And it is worn by 
all services of NZDF which is great.  My preference is this one 
but thatõs only my personal preference and from a whole-of-
Australia perspective I am happy to go with the majority. 
 
Committee Meeting Matters  
 
The next Committee meeting is on the Sunday 31 May 2009 at 
1030 hours at the Chatswood RSL Club.  Therefore, if you have 
any ideas or suggestions even if you are not a financial member, 
then please let me know as we continually look to improve how 
the Sub-Branch operates. 
 
NZOSM Medal  
 
Thanks to the RNZA Association for 
reminding us all that the NZOSM has been 
around since 2002 and it still appears that 
veterans out there do not know about it.  It is 
free including the miniature so please when 
you see them at this yearõs ANZAC Day 
march have a look at their medals and let them 
know about it.  I have included the medal and 
criteria also. 
 
 
 
 

 
The New Zealand Operational Service Medal 
(NZOSM) was instituted in 2002 for award to 
New Zealanders who have served on operations 
since 3 September 1945. The start date is the 
day after the surrender ceremony in Tokyo Bay, 
and is also the day after qualifying service 
towards medals for Second World War service 
(including the New Zealand War Service 
Medal) ended. 

 
The NZOSM provides specific New Zealand recognition for 
operational service, and is awarded in addition to any New 
Zealand, Commonwealth or foreign campaign medal. It is 
awarded once only to an individual, regardless of how many times 
he or she has deployed on operations. 
 
Personnel and veterans who have been awarded a campaign 
medal for operational service since 3 September 1945 qualify for 
the award of the NZOSM, provided that the particular campaign 
medal has been approved for acceptance and wear by New 
Zealanders. In addition, personnel who, under certain 
circumstances, have not completed the qualifying period for an 
approved campaign medal, but who have completed a specific 
period of service in an operational area towards such a medal 
(generally seven days on the posted strength of a qualifying unit), 
are eligible for the NZOSM. Full details on eligibility criteria and 
qualifying service are contained in the Royal Warrant and 
Regulations for the award. 
 
To date, the NZOSM has been issued to over 19,000 veterans 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Veterans please note changes to dates and timings of activities at 
the end of this NewZletter.  Changes have been highlighted in 
yellow. 
 

 
 
Membership 200 9 
 
NSW Veterans are reminded that the 2009 RSL and 
Sub-Branch membership renewal is due.  As stated 
in my email, the NZ Sub-Branch would welcome 
your contribution to the operations of the Sub-
Branch regardless of whether you retain your voting 
and speaking rights with your parent Sub-Branch and remain as 
an associate member of the NZ Sub-Branch (picture below new 
Members Peter and Jan Dicken receiving their membership badge 
from Lindsay Taylor 2009).  So for $5 please send in your 
application form for Associate Membership.  For current full 
service members please send $29 (of which $24 goes to the NSW  

http://medals.nzdf.mil.nz/category/h/h9.html
http://medals.nzdf.mil.nz/category/c/c1.html
http://medals.nzdf.mil.nz/category/c/c1.html
http://medals.nzdf.mil.nz/category/c/c1.html
http://medals.nzdf.mil.nz/warrants/c2warrant.html
http://medals.nzdf.mil.nz/warrants/c2-reg.html
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RSL).  For new members wanting associate or full service 
membership let me know and I will send you an application form. 
 
Now that the NewZletter goes to Veterans in other States, I have 
been asked how they can become involved in the Sub-Branch. 
 
Please note the following: 
 

1. Interstate veterans can join the NSW Branch of the RSL 
via the NZ Sub-Branch as Service members, if you are 
not currently Service Members interstate; 

2. If you are currently Service Members interstate you 
can:- 

a. transfer to the NZ Sub-Branch in NSW; or 
b. become òAssociateó members of the NZ Sub-

Branch for $5 BUT you can only speak, vote & 
hold office at one RSL sub-Branch in Australia. 

 
Whilst we would gladly accept your membership I would request 
you contact me so we can discuss your expectations against what 
is achievable. 
 

 
 

Acknowledgements  / Personal Notices 
 
Happy Birthday to Paul Payens, Wayne Taylor, Graham 
Armstrong, Pat Woolley, Dennis NcCrorie, Dave Peters, 
Brain Forsman and Trent Direen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Last Post 
 
43328 Danny Paul LEPPER 
 
43328 Danny Paul LEPPER ex 1RNZIR W2 SVN passed away 
in Sydney on 20 February 2009. 
 
Sadly I am not sure whether veterans here knew and/or attended 
his funeral service but please let us or someone know if veterans 
pass away here so we can try and do something or at least I can 
get the word out to everyone.  If you did attend then thank you for 
giving our own the send off they deserve and only us veterans can 
give. 
 
303236 David SIMEON 
 
303236 David SIMEON ex 2NZ Regiment 1959-61 Malaya, W3  
SVN, passed away at Taipa, Doubtless Bay, on Monday 16 
March 2009. 
 
His funeral was held at Taipa, yesterday 19 March 2009.  There 
was a good attendance by Malaya and Vietnam Veterans.  Toto 
Thompson ex 1NZ Regiment 
1957-59 and 2NZ Regiment 1959-61 Malaya,  and 1RNZIR 
1963-65 Malaysia, delivered the eulogy. 
 
Last Post Reminder 
 
Veterans, I can honestly say (albeit with great sadness) that after 
attending many funerals in NSW, the families have been 
overwhelmingly grateful, appreciative and welcomed our ability 
to coordinate the military aspects of the funeral for our fallen 
comrade.  It is incredibly moving to see the pride in the families 
not only when they hear and sometimes first learn of our fallen 
comradeõs military service, but also when they see the Casket 
covered with the NZ Flag, respective service hat (Army, Airforce 
or Navy) and Korowai.  Furthermore, all the families I have 
coordinated funeral details with have also been very comfortable 
with photos being taken knowing the reason for such photos e.g. 
veteran only distribution.  You would have seen such photos in 
previous NewZletters. 
 
Therefore, please let us know as veterans pass away in Australia 
so I can advise all the veterans in Australia.  For NSW veterans, 
we try to attend wherever possible funerals of our comrades so 
please keep us informed. 
 
Lest we forget 
 

 
 

 


